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Year 9 Curriculum Map for English

	The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to prepare students for their GCSE studies.  
This year seeks to build upon and consolidate the analytical and creative writing skills established in the previous two years, bridging the gap between key stage 3 and key stage 4. Throughout the year, students will explore the presentation of relationships throughout a range of texts and forms of literature. This theme has been chosen as the focus for the year 9 curriculum as it is a fundamental aspect of most literary texts, and therefore provides a great basis for exploring character development, narrative tensions, moral and ethical dilemmas as well as cultural and historical context.  

	Half Term 1:  Reading Skills

All pupils will know: 
· What literary devices writers often use to convey meaning in their writing 
· How to write analytically
· How to analyse and write about a writer’s use of structure in a written text

All pupils will be assessed by:
· Regular knowledge tests
· Analytical writing 

Impact- Why do we teach this?
This unit is designed to consolidate analytical skills learnt in year 7 and 8 and to expose students to more unseen texts in preparation for GCSE Language. This unit also cements understanding of the key analytical skills ahead of their fully study of Shakespeare in the next unit. 
	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Language analysis
· Structure analysis
· Evaluation
· Analytical writing
	 Half Term 2:  Poetry

All pupils will know: 
· Who Wilfred Owen, Vernon Scannel and Carol Ann Duffy are
· How they used poetic devices to present conflict and relationships in their poetry
· What/How/Why analytical writing structure
All pupils will be assessed by:
· Regular knowledge tests
· Analytical writing 

Impact- Why do we teach this?
This unit is designed to build upon the poetry novel unit in Y8 and allow students to become more familiar with poetry and poetic devices. The poetry provides students with an insight into different aspects of conflict and relationships within literature. This unit will expose students to the experiences of soldiers in The Great Wall building upon their history knowledge and the positive and negative emotions associated with love between family and lovers building their skills in empathy, and analysis. This unit builds the students’ confidence in reading and analysing poetry in readiness for GCSE Literature paper 2.
	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Language analysis
· Structure analysis
· Analytical writing
	Half Term 3 & 4: ‘Romeo & Juliet’

All pupils will know:
· The plot of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
· The themes at the heart of the play 
· The conventions used by Shakespeare to present Juliet and her relationships throughout the play 

All pupils will be assessed:
Reading: 
· Regular knowledge tests
· Analytical writing

Impact - Why do we teach this?
This unit builds on the students’ learning in Year 7 in ‘An Introduction to Shakespeare’. The students will study the play as a whole through the lens of Juliet’s character arc. Students will learn how to discuss change and development in a character and key themes across a full Shakespeare play. 

This unit helps to prepare students for studying ‘Macbeth’ at GCSE, building their confidence with analysing the methods used by Shakespeare and exploring big ideas. This unit also exposes students to the conventions of a play, encouraging them to consider dramatic methods as an important element of analysis.  
	 Subject specific skills being developed:
· Creating clear thesis statements 
· Connecting ideas using discourse markers
· Using colons to introduce evidence
· Connecting themes to details
· Applying context
· What/How/Why paragraphs
· Essay construction

	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
· Reading for meaning
· Analytical reading

	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
· Reading for meaning
· Analytical reading

	
	
 Reading Skills needed for this unit:
· Reading for meaning
· Analytical reading

	
	Key Vocabulary: 
· Connotations
· Tone
· Metaphor
· Establish
· Foreshadow
· evaluate
	
	Key Vocabulary: 
· Conflict
· Irony
· Speaker 
·  Extended metaphor
· Oxymoron
· Dramatic monologue
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Key Vocabulary:
· Inevitability 
· Patriarchy
· Agency
· Objectification
· Impulsive
· courageous

	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
· History
· PSHE

	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
· History
· PSHE
· RE

	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
· Drama
· PSHE
· History
· RE

	Half Term 5: Spoken Language

All pupils will know:
· What rhetoric is and what Aristotle’s three appeals are
· A range of rhetorical devices and how to use them
· The conventions associated with a speech 
· What features (body language and prosody) make for the effective delivery of a speech 
· How to structure a speech 

All pupils will be assessed:
· Regular knowledge tests
· Crafting and delivering a 4-minute speech to an audience with questions on a topic of their choice

Impact - Why do we teach this?
This unit builds upon the skills learnt in the Year 8 ‘Rhetoric’ unit allowing students to apply their understanding of how other writer’s deploy rhetoric and speech conventions to their own speech writing. This unit will culminate in the planning, crafting, drafting and performing of their own speech on a topic of their choice. This unit is important for building confidence when speaking to an audience.

Students are encouraged to select a topic that is of interest to them and create an interesting and engaging speech that explores their attitudes towards their issue of choice. 
	Subject specific skills being developed: 
· Speech writing for a particular audience
· Research skills 
· Integrating effective structural features
· Integrating effective rhetorical features 
	Half Term 6: Descriptive Writing

All pupils will know:
· What makes an effective piece of descriptive writing
· The importance of being discerning in their language choices
· How to structure a description 
· How to use colons and semi-colons correctly in their work 

All pupils will be assessed:
· Regular knowledge tests
· Crafting an original piece of descriptive writing based upon an image stimulus

Impact - Why do we teach this?
This unit builds upon the creative foci of Y7 and Y8 (creating character and building tone and atmosphere) and focuses on specific aspects of effective descriptive writing, breaking description down into finite areas, e.g. sensory language, colour language, language of emotion and tone. 

This unit gives students the opportunity to create their own descriptive pieces, understanding the processes involved in crafting an original piece of writing: planning, crafting, editing and proofreading.

This unit prepares students for the creative writing section of GCSE Language where students are expected to showcase their skills in crafting and organising their own extended pieces of writing.

	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Writing to describe – slow writing
· Planning, editing, proof-reading

	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
· Close reading- deconstruct examples 

	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
· Close reading- deconstruct examples 


	
	Key Vocabulary:
· Rhetoric
· Ethos
· Logos
· Pathos 
	
	Key Vocabulary:
· Clause
· Concessive
· Particple
· Motif
· Discourse marker
· cohesion

	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
· Drama
· PSHE
· RE
· History

	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
· Drama
· PSHE
· Art

	Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: this curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole school policies and practices are followed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. For example SEND students have individual learning profiles that outline needs/strategies to be used, Ongoing formative assessment and clear summative assessment points allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and adjust curriculum appropriately.   

	Enrichment opportunities: 
· Theatre Trips to see performances that explore similar themes and ideas 
· Drama Club 
· Debating competition 

	Career opportunities/ links: 
Journalism, teaching, law, public relations, advertising, translation, marketing, consultancy, business, performing arts, academia, government, linguistics, media, design.
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