
Dates for your diary

23rd & 24th September  
Open Morning

9th October
‘Aladdin’ Year 11, 12 & 13

25th October - 
Inset Day (school closed)

27th September
50th Year Celebration Mass

23rd October 
‘Aladdin’ Year 7

26th October 
50th Year Celebration Event

3rd October
Year 7 Parents’ Information
Evening

24th October 
‘Aladdin’ Year 8&9

28th-3rd November 
Half Term
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Our Faith
The faith which is our foundation had been at the centre of our prayer and
liturgy as we returned to the new school term. Last week, as we reflected on
the Gospel miracle of Jesus' healing of blind Bartimaeus. We encouraged all
members of the community for the need for us all to be open to new ideas. In
the Gospel, the miracle was so astounding that Jesus' original Aramaic phrase
‘Ephphatha' was remembered meaning 'Be Open'. Assemblies reflected on the
importance of our faith. This week, we have reflected on our patron St Peter
and his interactions with Christ about his faith. 

Our faith is rooted in the teachings of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who came to reveal God's eternal
love. Through His example, He shows us God's love personally, filling our hearts with peace and the joy
that comes from this love, giving us hope for the future.
 
Our St Peter’s Mission to build a better world, to be achieved by embodying the values of our St Peter’s
Profile, is at the forefront of our Catholic Life this year. Currently in the Season of Creation, it is an ideal
time for us to explore Fairtrade Fortnight and are quest to achieve the Live Simply Award allowing us to
focus on the small practical steps we can accomplish which will help of care of God’s creation. 



Faith is Our Foundation
Behaviour & Expectations
Welcome back! I have been really impressed with the excellent manor
that pupils have returned to school this year, looking particularly smart
and all fully prepared for their learning, something that we are
determined to continue with. Can pupils please be reminded that: they
should always attend in full uniform, including shoes and that jewellry
of any kind, including piercings, are not permitted at St Peters. We are
looking to again run a rewards trip at the end of the school year to
show our appreciation to those pupils who consistently display these
high standards, this involved almost 700 people and 12 coach loads in
July, I would like it to be even bigger and better next year! More details
to follow. Keep up the great work so far everyone. Mr Stanton

Year 11 interventions began on
Monday 9th September. Each
department has invited between 20
and 60 pupils to benefit from
targeted intervention. This includes
advising on exam technique,
working through past paper
questions and helping with
particular topics that some pupils
find challenging. Attendance so far
has been really good. Parents of
Year 11 pupils, please encourage
pupils to attend all sessions they
have been invited to. There will be
a new round of intervention
beginning in December so do not
worry if your son/daughter has not
yet been invited to a subject that
you feel they would benefit from
intervention in. Also, I would like to
remind you of all the resources
sent out after the parent
information evening, which
includes links to past papers and
useful revision websites for all
subjects. Mrs Ferry

Pupils of the week
Well done to our pupils of the week for achieving the
highest number of blue cards for the work inside and out of
lessons. This is a great start to the academic year living out
our Catholic profile and mission.  It is wonderful to see
begin the year demonstrating the highest values and
commitment to your studies. Mr Tudor



Faith
Fairtrade Fortnight
We have started this year with a bang! Our
Sixth Form and Year 11 Pupil Leadership teams
have been supporting Fairtrade fortnight,
creating displays to spread awareness and
packaging and selling Fairtrade hot chocolates
to raise money for the Fairtrade Foundation.
Our Catholic Life committee are busy preparing
for the International Day of Peace which we will
celebrate on 21st September with a variety of
activities across the school as we work towards
our Cafod Live Simply Award. Additionally, big
plans are underway for our St. Peter's
Allotment, and we are still looking for
donations of gardening tools and equipment, if
you can help in anyway please get in touch!
Miss Grace

Welcome to St Peter’s Sixth Form. This is an
exciting new chapter in your educational
journey, where you'll gain more independence
and take greater responsibility for your
learning. Sixth Form is not just about academic
growth; it’s a time to explore your interests,
develop critical thinking skills, and prepare for
your future, whether that's university, an
apprenticeship, or entering the workforce. To
support you in this, we have organised for the
entire of Year 12 to attend the Birmingham UK
University Search Fair, held at Edgbaston
Cricket Ground. It was a fantastic event last
year, and you’ll find plenty of freebies too! Dr
Aslam

Wider Reading for Sixth Form



Attentive
What we are reading: ‘Open’ by Andre Agassi
Andre Agassi’s autobiography, gives an honest insight into the life of Andre Agassi, both
on and off the court. Agassi reveals the pressures of being forced into tennis by his
demanding father, his struggles with identity, and his eventual burnout despite his
success. The book stands out for its vulnerability, as Agassi opens up about personal
battles with drugs, relationships, and self-doubt. His journey from resentment to self-
acceptance and love for the sport is inspiring. 'Open' is a compelling read, offering a
deeply human perspective on fame, failure, and perseverance. Mr Tudor

Punchdrunk Theatre Trip, London
During the first week of term, the Drama department took their A Level classes to see a production of
‘Viola's Room’ by renowned theatre makers Punchdrunk. Instructed to remove our shoes and socks and
to wear headphones throughout, we were guided through the nightmarish dreams of Viola as we were
told the ethereal story of a princess. We were asked to follow the light throughout as we were guided
around the space by a series of lights while the story was narrated by Helena Bonham Carter. Guided
through a maze of passageways, across sand and through palace banquet halls, we crawled from Viola's
room to explore the elaborate world of the immersive theatre company's set. Our pupils said that it was
the best trip they'd been on and are keen to return to see the company's next production. Mr Newbold
Parent Communication Survey
We want to extend our sincere thanks to all the parents and
guardians who took the time to respond to our recent
communication survey. With just over 400 responses, we gained
valuable insights into how we can improve our engagement and
better serve our school community.
Your thoughtful feedback has already led to exciting
developments! Based on many of your suggestions, we are
trailing a school-based WhatsApp group for parents and
guardians in years 11, 12 &13 if successful, we will roll it out for
all years too. We believe this will enhance our communication
and make it easier for you to stay informed and connected.
More details to follow. 
We appreciate your ongoing support and look forward to making
our communication even stronger with your input! Mr Mallon



Intentionally Loving
Welcome to Year 7
Year 7 have had a wonderful start to the new school year. Starting secondary
school comes with its challenges, as children and parents may well have
found out over the past couple of weeks! Moving around our large and busy
site and having lessons in different classrooms, with different teachers can
be a little overwhelming, but I’m pleased that Year 7 have settled quickly into
the new routines. 
Over 100 pupils have already taken part in our extracurricular activities.
We’ve had a fantastic response from our pupils offering to show families
around on our Open Evening. A real sense of community already! Well done. 
Finally, a special mention for one of our Year 7 pupils Aiden S who has
worked tirelessly in raising money for a very worth charity MND. Aiden has
raised over £6000 already. Keep up the good work Aiden.  Mrs Mcnamara-
Langan

Staff Wolf Run
Last weekend, 20 members of St Peter's & OLASS staff, along
with some of their friends and family, took on the challenge
of the Wolf Run. Most of us tackled the 5k course, while a
few brave souls completed the full 10k. Impressively, Mr.
Edwards had also swum two miles in the Serpentine in
London the day before! The day was filled with laughter,
teamwork, and plenty of mud. We all enjoyed spending time
together outside the classroom, despite getting thoroughly
soaked and a little sore the next day. It was a fantastic
experience, and we look forward to more challenges ahead!
Mr Mallon



W/B Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13

2nd Sept 98.8% 93.9% 97.5% 95.2% 94.4% 95.3% 93.2%

9th Sept 98.1% 97% 95% 96.7% 94.6% 97.4% 96.6%

Total year 98.3% 96.2% 95.8% 96.3% 94.1% 97.4% 95.6%

Truthful
School Attendance
Regular school attendance is vital for both academic success and
personal development. When pupils attend school consistently, they are
more likely to grasp key concepts, stay engaged with their learning, and
achieve better outcomes. Gaps in attendance can make it difficult for
pupils to keep up with lessons, leading to frustration and gaps in
knowledge.
However, the impact of attendance goes beyond academics. Being in
school regularly helps pupils build strong social connections, develop a
sense of routine, and enhance their overall wellbeing. School offers a
supportive environment where pupils can grow, build confidence, and
form friendships, all of which contribute to a healthy mindset and
positive emotional health.
We encourage all pupils to strive for the highest attendance possible.
Every day at school counts, not just for learning, but for fostering a
happy, well-rounded experience that sets pupils up for long-term
success. Mr Palin



Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

Moving to
seondary School

Mental Health
and wellbeing

Peer Pressure
Managing
Pressure

Emotional well-
being

Making friends
Healthy coping

strategies
Gangs

Change, loss &
grief

Work/Life
balance

STaying safe in
the community

Digitial resilience Staying Safe
Re-framing

negative thinking
Re-framing
negative thinking

Hopeful
Personal Development
PSHE is part of our taught Personal Development curriculum. Our
timetabled curriculum has been designed to have a spiral approach
where every year virtues and values are built on in an age appropriate,
inclusive and constructive way. It is a responsive curriculum that is
increasingly ambitious year on year and accessible to all pupils. PSHE is
divided into exploring three core themes within which there will be a
broad overlap.

The three themes are:
• Created and loved by God (this explores the individual)
• Created to love others (this explores an individual’s relationships with others)
• Created to live in community – local, national & global (this explores the individual’s relationships with
the wider world)
Each theme covers the core strands of ‘Education in Virtue’ and ‘Religious Understanding’ and all
lessons aim to celebrate our Catholic faith and respect the diverse nature of British society, including
different cultures, ethnicities, disabilities, faiths, ages and sexual orientations. The curriculum teaches
dignity, respect and tolerance towards all God’s children. It will also prepare pupils for life in modern
Britain. Mrs Shelton

Places of support for our young people:

YOUNG MINDS: Parental helpline and webchat for parents concerned about their child’s mental health.
 https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-helpline/

NSPCC: Support guides for difficult situations including talking about difficult topics and mental health.
 https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/

ANNA FREUD:Supporting children’s transition from Primary to Secondary School.
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/schools-and-colleges/supporting-childrens-transition-to-
secondary-school-guidance-for-parents-and

https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parent/parents-helpline/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/schools-and-colleges/supporting-childrens-transition-to-secondary-school-guidance-for-parents-and/
https://www.annafreud.org/resources/schools-and-colleges/supporting-childrens-transition-to-secondary-school-guidance-for-parents-and/



