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2024-2025 Year 13 Curriculum and Assessment Plan for Psychology Paper 3 Teacher 1

	The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to promote deep learning of sociology. By the end of the academic year students will:
· Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of psychological concepts, theories, research studies, research methods and ethical issues in relation to the specified Paper 3 content
· Apply psychological knowledge and understanding of the specified Paper 3 content in a range of contexts
· Analyse, interpret and evaluate psychological concepts, theories, research studies and research methods in relation to the specified Paper 3 content
· Evaluate therapies and treatments including in terms of their appropriateness and effectiveness

	Half Term 1:  Aggression 

All pupils will know:
Neural and hormonal mechanisms in aggression, including the roles of the limbic system, serotonin and testosterone. Genetic factors in aggression, including the MAOA gene.
The ethological explanation of aggression, including reference to innate releasing mechanisms and fixed action patterns. Evolutionary explanations of human aggression.
All pupils will be assessed:
Retrieval tasks and knowledge quizzes Exam questions

Impact- Why do we teach this?

 To ensure that pupils are able to use content learnt from paper 1 and 2, and then stretch their knowledge by relating it to specific behavioural aspects like aggression. 

Students start off with learning and grasping the biological explanation of aggression as a baseline understanding for the genetics involved in this component. 
	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material
	Half Term 2: Aggression 

All pupils will know:
Social psychological explanations of human aggression, including the frustration-aggression hypothesis, social learning theory as applied to human aggression, and de-individuation.
Institutional aggression in the context of prisons: dispositional and situational explanations. 
Media influences on aggression, including the effects of computer games. The role of desensitisation, disinhibition and cognitive priming.
All pupils will be assessed:
Retrieval tasks and knowledge quizzes Exam questions

Impact - Why do we teach this?

To ensure that pupils are able to use content learnt from paper 1 and 2, and then stretch their knowledge by relating it to specific behavioural aspects like aggression. 

The second element of aggression links more closely to social aspects that trigger it. This allows pupils to compare this to biological explanations learnt before. 
	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material
	Half Term 3:  Relationships

All pupils will know:
The evolutionary explanations for partner preferences, including the relationship between sexual selection and human reproductive behaviour.
Factors affecting attraction in romantic relationships: self-disclosure; physical attractiveness, including the matching hypothesis; filter theory, including social demography, similarity in attitudes and complementarity.
Theories of romantic relationships: social exchange theory, equity theory and Rusbult’s investment model of commitment.
All pupils will be assessed:
Retrieval tasks and knowledge quizzes Exam questions
Impact - Why do we teach this?
Relationships explores both biological, social and theoretical aspects on the formation and breakdown of relationships. Pupils are able to apply their knowledge into real-world scenarios and grasp an understanding on communication techniques and ways of thinking. Pupils learn about the formation of relationships to give a baseline understanding which will lead them to learning about the breakdown of relationships. 
	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material

	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
key terminology relevant to exam, Core studies and psychologists 

Key Vocabulary: 

Limbic system 
Serotonin
Testosterone
MAOA 
Concordance 
Ethological
Stereotype
Ballistic 
Adaptive 
	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
key terminology relevant to exam, Core studies and psychologists 


Key Vocabulary:
Psychodynamic 
Punishment 
Frustration-aggression 
Attention, Retention, Motor reproduction, Motivation
Self-efficacy
De-individuation
Institutional
Dispositional 
Situational 
	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
key terminology relevant to exam, Core studies and psychologists 



Key Vocabulary:
Anisogamy 
Adaptive 
Inter-sexual selection
Intra-sexual selection 
Self-disclosure
Physical attractiveness
Filter theory
Social demography 
Complementarity


	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
Biopsychology, Biology, criminology, PSHE
	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development

Biopsychology, Biology, criminology. PSHE


	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development

PSHE, citizenship

	Half Term 4: Relationships 

All pupils will know:
Theories:  satisfaction, comparison with alternatives and investment. Duck’s phase model of relationship breakdown: intra-psychic, dyadic, social and grave dressing phases.
Virtual relationships in social media: self-disclosure in virtual relationships; effects of absence of gating on the nature of virtual relationships.
Parasocial relationships: levels of parasocial relationships, the absorption addiction model and the attachment theory explanation.
All pupils will be assessed:

Retrieval tasks and knowledge quizzes Exam questions
Impact - Why do we teach this?

Relationships explores both biological, social and theoretical aspects on the formation and breakdown of relationships. Pupils are able to apply their knowledge into real-world scenarios and grasp an understanding on communication techniques and ways of thinking. 
Here pupils apply their knowledge of formation of relationships learnt prior to then explain how a relationship would breakdown and why. 
	Subject specific skills being developed: 
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material
	Half Term 5: Revision and exam preparation 

All pupils will know:
Content learnt from paper 1, 2 and 3, preparing them for their exam in May.

All pupils will be assessed:
Retrieval tasks and knowledge quizzes Exam questions

Impact - Why do we teach this?

To ensure students are fully prepared for the exam.

	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material
	Half Term 6:  Revision and exam preparation 

All pupils will know: 
Content learnt from paper 1, 2 and 3, preparing them for their exam in May. 


All pupils will be assessed:
Retrieval tasks and knowledge quizzes Exam questions

Impact- Why do we teach this?

To ensure students are fully prepared for the exam.
	Subject specific skills being developed: 
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material

	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
key terminology relevant to exam, Core studies and psychologists 



Key Vocabulary:
Commitment 
Satisfaction 
Investment 
Dyadic, social and grave phase
Self-disclosure
Parasocial 
Absorption 
Attachment
parasocial

	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
key terminology relevant to exam, Core studies and psychologists 


Key Vocabulary:

All vocabulary from previous papers. 
	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
key terminology relevant to exam, Core studies and psychologists 


Key Vocabulary:

All vocabulary from previous papers

	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development

PSHE, citizenship
	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
PSHE, citizenship
	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
PSHE, citizenship

	Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: This curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole school policies and practices are followed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. Ongoing formative assessment and clear summative assessment points allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and adjust curriculum appropriately.

	Enrichment opportunities: Attend trips to: Phobia trip to safari park and Freud Museum.


	Career opportunities/ links: Neuroscience, Psychologist, counsellor, Education, police work etc
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