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2024-2025 Year 12 Curriculum and Assessment Plan for Sociology Paper 2

	The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to promote deep learning of sociology. By the end of the academic year students will:

Understand the main patterns and trends in social inequality related to: social class, gender, ethnicity and age.
Apply key sociological theory to these social inequalities successfully as well as analysing and evaluating each theory.
Apply key research methods to key social factors that link to inequality in society.
Paper 2 begins with Social inequality, which is section B, rather than section A research methods. This is to boost pupil engagement and to give them a better foundation to apply research methods to. 
Paper 2 is taught alongside Paper 1, this enables learners to gain a greater understanding of sociological perspectives and inequality which will feed into topics on paper 1 of the exam specification.

	Half Term 1:  Social inequalities: social class

All pupils will know:
What the main patterns and trends are in social inequality related to social class
How patterns and trends in social class inequality can be explained using key sociological explanations: functionalism, Marxism, Weberian, feminism, postmodernism and New Right.


All pupils will be assessed:
Retrieval tasks and knowledge quizzes


Impact- Why do we teach this?

Students are able to consider the main patterns and trends in relation to social class and work/employment.
Students can provide evidence of social class inequalities from a range of areas of social life and consider how social class inequalities affect life chances.
Students understand the distinctive concepts and ideas associated with each theory.

	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of sociological material 
	Half Term 2: Social inequalities: Gender

All pupils will know:
What the main patterns and trends are in social inequality related to gender
How patterns and trends in gender inequality can be explained using key sociological explanations: functionalism, Marxism, Weber, New Right, liberal feminism, Marxist feminism, radical feminism, Sylvia Walby and Catherine Hakim.


All pupils will be assessed:
Retrieval tasks and knowledge quizzes


Impact - Why do we teach this?
Students are able to consider the main patterns and trends in relation to gender and work/employment.
Students can provide evidence of gender inequalities from a range of areas of social life and consider how gender inequalities affect life chances.
Students understand the distinctive concepts and ideas associated with each theory.

	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of sociological material
	Half Term 3:  Social inequalities: Ethnicity

All pupils will know:
What the main patterns and trends are in social inequality related to ethnicity
How patterns and trends in ethnicity inequality can be explained using key sociological explanations: functionalism, Marxism, Weber, New Right and Black feminism.


All pupils will be assessed:
Retrieval tasks and knowledge quizzes



Impact - Why do we teach this?
Students are able to consider the main patterns and trends in relation to ethnicity and work/employment.
Students can provide evidence of ethnicity inequalities from a range of areas of social life and consider how ethnicity inequalities affect life chances.
Students understand the distinctive concepts and ideas associated with each theory.

	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of sociological material

	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
Core studies and sociologists.

Key Vocabulary: 
Alienation 
Bourgeoisie 	
Class conflict 	
Degree of dependence of others 
Dependency culture False class consciousness 
Functional uniqueness Meritocracy 	
Party 		
Polarisation		
Proletariat 	
Risk society 	
Role allocation
Social class 		
Status 
Underclass
	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
Core studies and sociologists.


Key Vocabulary:
Canalisation 	
Expressive role 	
Horizontal segregation
Human capital theory Intersectionality
Instrumental role 	
Manipulation
Patriarchal terrorism Preference theory 	
Primary labour market Private sphere 
Public sphere 		
Reserve army of labour 
	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
Core studies and sociologists.



Key Vocabulary:


	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
History
· Citizenship/PSHE
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	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
· Citizenship/PSHE

	Half Term 4: Social inequalities: Age

All pupils will know:
What the main patterns and trends are in social inequality related to age
How patterns and trends in age inequality can be explained using key sociological explanations: functionalism, Marxism, Weber, feminism and social action theories

All pupils will be assessed:
Retrieval tasks and knowledge quizzes


Impact - Why do we teach this?

Students are able to consider the main patterns and trends in relation to age and work/employment.
Students can provide evidence of age inequalities from a range of areas of social life and consider how age inequalities affect life chances.
Students understand the distinctive concepts and ideas associated with each theory.

	Subject specific skills being developed: 
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of sociological material
	Half Term 5: Research methods

All pupils will know:
The relationship between theory and methods: positivism vs interpretivism
Key research concepts
Key concepts in the research process
Sampling processes and techniques
Practical and ethical issues when taking out research 
Methods that are used in sociological research


All pupils will be assessed:
Retrieval tasks and knowledge quizzes


Impact - Why do we teach this?
Students will understand how social research is guided by theory and will use skills to evaluate the key research concepts when considering the research process.
Students consider how sociological research contributes to social policy and understand the practical, ethical and theoretical factors influencing research.
Students understand the advantages and disadvantages of random and non-random sampling techniques.
Students consider the uses of research methods in the context of social inequalities.





	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of sociological material
	Half Term 6:  Mocks and begin Crime and Deviance

All pupils will know: 
The difference between crime and deviance
How crime and deviance are relative in society
The social construction of criminal and deviant behaviour.

All pupils will be assessed:
Retrieval tasks and knowledge quizzes


Impact- Why do we teach this?
Crime and Deviance topic overlaps with Youth Subcultures topic in Paper 1. This helps students to broaden and develop their knowledge across the curriculum, making synoptic links.
	Subject specific skills being developed: 
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of sociological material

	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
Core studies and sociologists.



Key Vocabulary:

	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
Core studies and sociologists.


Key Vocabulary:
Covert observation  Ethnography 	
Group interview Longitudinal surveys Methodological pluralism 
Mixed methods 
Non-participant observation 	
Official and unofficial statistics 	
Overt observation 
Participant observation Qualitative data 
Quantitative data Questionnaires
Semi structured interviews 
Structured interviews 
Unstructured interviews 
	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
Core studies and sociologists.


Key Vocabulary:
Crime 
Deviance
Relative nature of crime
Social construction of crime
Social control


	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
· Citizenship/PSHE
	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
· Citizenship/PSHE
	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
· Citizenship/PSHE
· Criminology

	Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: this curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole school policies and practices are followed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. Ongoing formative assessment and clear summative assessment points allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and adjust curriculum appropriately.   

	Enrichment opportunities: 
· Opportunity to attend school trip to the Old Bailey in London to attend real life court cases and have a tour of the courts learning the history behind them.
· 

	Career opportunities/ links: 
· Social work, public services, particularly police force and teaching, social researcher, community development worker. 
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