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2024-2025 Year 12 Curriculum and Assessment Plan Psychology Paper 1 

	The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to promote deep learning of Psychology. By the end of the academic year students will:
Students will be expected to:
· demonstrate knowledge and understanding of psychological concepts, theories, research studies, research methods and ethical issues in relation to the specified Paper 1 content
· apply psychological knowledge and understanding of the specified Paper 1 content in a range of contexts
· analyse, interpret and evaluate psychological concepts, theories, research studies and research methods in relation to the specified Paper 1 content
· evaluate therapies and treatments including in terms of their appropriateness and effectiveness.
Knowledge and understanding of research methods, practical research skills and mathematical will be assessed in Paper 1. These skills should be developed through study of the specification content and through ethical practical research activities, involving:
· designing research
· conducting research
· analysing and interpreting data.

	Half Term 1:  Social Influence 
All pupils will know: 
Types of conformity: internalisation and compliance.  Explanations for conformity: informational social influence and normative social influence, and variables affecting conformity including group size, unanimity and task difficulty as investigated by Asch. 
Explanations for obedience: agentic state and legitimacy of authority, and situational variables affecting obedience including proximity and location, as investigated by Milgram, and uniform. Dispositional explanation for obedience: the Authoritarian Personality.
Explanations of resistance to social influence, including social support and locus of control. Minority influence including reference to consistency, commitment and flexibility. 
All pupils will be assessed: 
Knowledge Quizzes, exam questions and end of topic assessments 
Impact- Why do we teach this?
Students can begin to understand worldwide history in relation to conformity and learn to apply the concepts to real world situations. 
Students can begin to interpret key studies and apply them to key psychological theories. 

Students begin looking at how minority influences have happened before and can apply these theories to key movements within history e.g., the suffragettes and students will then be able to analyse how humans’ function
	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material
	Half Term 2: Memory

All pupils will know:
The multi-store model of memory: sensory register, short-term memory and long-term memory. Features of each store: coding, capacity and duration.
The working memory model: central executive, phonological loop, visuo-spatial sketchpad and episodic buffer. Features of the model: coding and capacity


All pupils will be assessed:
Knowledge Quizzes, Exam Question and End of topic assessment.


Impact - Why do we teach this?
To assess key functions on how humans think, remember and retrieve information. 
Students can provide evidence and research which explain the process of memories from how they enter to how we retrieve them. 

	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material
	Half Term 3:  Memory 

All pupils will know:
Explanations for forgetting proactive and retroactive interference and retrieval failure due to absence of cues.
Factors affecting the accuracy of eyewitness testimony: leading questions and post-event discussion; anxiety.
The use of the cognitive interview.

All pupils will be assessed:
Knowledge Quizzes, Exam Question and End of topic assessment.


Impact - Why do we teach this?
Students can begin to interpret the reasoning behind forgetting information as we begin to look at memory loss disorders such as amnesia. 
Students can provide evidence of treatment strategies and how they work. 

	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material

	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
Key psychological studies and research and key psychologists

Key Vocabulary: 
Internalisation 
Compliance 
Normative 
Informational 
Unanimity 
Agentic state 
Legitimacy of authority
Obedience 
Conformity 
Authoritarian personality 
Social support 
Locus of control 
Internal 
External 
Minority influence 
Consistency 
Commitment 
Flexibility 
	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
Key psychologists and research studies 

Key Vocabulary:
 Sensory register 
Short-term memory 
Long-term memory 
Retrieval 
Rehearsal 
Coding 
Capacity 
Duration 
Central executive 
Phonological loop 
Visuo-spatial sketchpad 
Episodic buffer
	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
Key psychologists and research studies 
Key Vocabulary:
 Proactive 
Retroactive 
Retrieval failure
Cues 
Eyewitness
Leading questions 
Post-event discussion 
Anxiety 
Cognitive interview 


	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
History, PSHE, Citizenship, Science 


	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
History, PSHE, Citizenship

	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
History, PSHE, Citizenship

	Half Term 4: Attachment 

All pupils will know:
Ainsworth’s ‘Strange Situation’. Types of attachment: secure, insecure-avoidant and insecure-resistant. Cultural variations in attachment, including van Ijzendoorn.
All pupils will be assessed:
Knowledge Quizzes, Exam Questions, End of topic assessments


Impact - Why do we teach this?
To develop an understanding of how we form attachment types and the process of developing certain attachments to key figures

	Subject specific skills being developed: 
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material
	Half Term 5: Attachment

All pupils will:
Animal studies of attachment: Lorenz and Harlow.
Explanations of attachment: learning theory and Bowlby’s monotropic theory. The concepts of a critical period and an internal working model.
Bowlby’s theory of maternal deprivation. Romanian orphan studies: effects of institutionalisation.
The influence of early attachment on childhood and adult relationships, including the role of an internal working model.
All pupils will be assessed:
Knowledge Quizzes, Exam Questions, End of topic assessments


Impact - Why do we teach this?
To understand how animals attach differently to humans and to develop knowledge and understanding of key theories developed to help understand human behaviour 
	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material
	Half Term 6:  Clinical psychology and mental health
All pupils will know: 
definitions of abnormality, deviation from social norms, failure to function adequately, statistical infrequency and deviation from ideal mental health.
The behavioural, emotional and cognitive characteristics of phobias, depression and obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD).
The behavioural approach to explaining and treating phobias: the two-process model, including classical and operant conditioning; systematic desensitisation, including relaxation and use of hierarchy; flooding.
The cognitive approach to explaining and treating depression: Beck’s negative triad and Ellis’s ABC model; cognitive behaviour therapy (CBT), including challenging irrational thoughts. The biological approach to explaining and treating OCD: genetic and neural explanations; drug therapy.
All pupils will be assessed:
Knowledge Quizzes, Exam Question, End of topic assessments.

Impact- Why do we teach this?
To aid understanding of common disorders like OCD, Depression and Phobias and to begin to research treatments and coping mechanisms behind each disorder
	Subject specific skills being developed: 
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material

	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
Key psychologists and key studies 

Key Vocabulary:
Reciprocity
Interactional synchrony 
Multiple attachments 
Insecure 
Secure
Resistant
Avoidant 
Cultural 

	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
Key psychologists and key studies 

Key Vocabulary:
Learning theory
Monotropy 
Critical period 
Internal working model 
Maternal deprivation
Institutionalization 
Relationships 


	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
Key psychologists and key studies 

Key Vocabulary:
Deviation from social norms 
Failure to function
Infrequency 
Mental health 
OCD 
Depression 
Phobias 
Desensitisarion 
Flooding 
Relaxation 
Drug therapy 
CBT 

	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
History, PSHE
	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
History, PSHE, Citizenship
	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development

	Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: this curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole school policies and practices are followed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. Ongoing formative assessment and clear summative assessment points allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and adjust curriculum appropriately.   

	Enrichment opportunities: opportunities to attend school trips such as West Midlands Safari Park for a phobias workshop, trip to London to Freuds Museum to visit where psychoanalysis began 


	Career opportunities/ links: social work, psychologists, police, forensics, cognitive neuroscience, therapy, teaching etc. 
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