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Year 12 Curriculum and Assessment Plan for Psychology Paper 2

	The curriculum and assessment of pupils at this stage of education has been carefully designed to promote deep learning of sociology. By the end of the academic year students will:

· Understand the key terms and skills used through psychology 
· This follows the structure of how paper 2 is presented in the AQA examination of Psychology 
· Research methods is key to begin with as it gives pupils a foundation of key terminology and mathematical analysis needed throughout the whole course. 


	Half Term 1:  Research methods

All pupils will know:
Students should demonstrate knowledge and understanding of scientific processes and techniques of data handling and analysis, be familiar with their use and be aware of their strengths and limitations.

All pupils will be assessed:
Knowledge quizzes, end of topic assessments and retrieval tasks. 

Impact- Why do we teach this?
Students will understand key vocabulary used throughout psychology which will provide them with key skills when evaluating theories. 

Students consider how psychological research contributes to society and understand the practical, ethical and theoretical factors influencing research. 

Students will apply knowledge and understanding of scientific ideas, processes, techniques and procedures:  in a theoretical context, in a practical context • when handling qualitative data and when handling quantitative data
 
	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material
	Half Term 2: research methods 

All pupils will know:
Students should demonstrate knowledge and understanding of inferential testing and be familiar with the use of inferential tests.



All pupils will be assessed:
Knowledge quizzes, end of topic assessments and retrieval tasks. 


Impact - Why do we teach this?

Students will be able to analyse, interpret and evaluate scientific information. 

Students will apply their ideas and evidence to make judgements and reach conclusions. This will lead them to develop and refine practical design and procedures. 

Students will understand how to create and produce a report in psychology and the impacts this has on the economy. 
	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material
	Half Term 3:  approaches 

All pupils will know:
Students should demonstrate knowledge in: Learning approaches, social learning theory, the cognitive approach, biological approach, psychodynamic approach, humanistic approach and comparison of approaches. 

All pupils will be assessed:

Knowledge quizzes, end of topic assessments and retrieval tasks. 


Impact - Why do we teach this?

Students will understand the emergence of psychology as a science through the approaches. 

Students will consider how to apply theories to real-world scenarios including psychological treatments. 
	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material

	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
Core studies and psychologists 
Key Vocabulary: 
Hypotheses: directional and non-directional.  
Population and sample: random, systematic, stratified, opportunity and volunteer. 
Bias and generalisation.  
Quantitative and qualitative data
 Primary and secondary data, meta-analysis
repeated measures, independent groups, matched pairs. 
Observational design: behavioural categories; event sampling; time sampling. 
Variables: independent, dependent, extraneous, confounding; operationalisation of variables. 

 Control: random allocation and counterbalancing, randomisation and standardisation. 
Demand characteristics and investigator effects. 
	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:
Core studies and psychologists 


Key Vocabulary:
Reporting psychological investigations. Sections of a scientific report: abstract, introduction, method, results, discussion and referencing.
Pilot studies 
Ethics
Peer review 
Descriptive statistics: measures of central tendency – mean, median, mode; calculation of mean, median and mode; measures of dispersion; range and standard deviation.
Quantitative and Qualitative data
Histograms, scattergrams, bar charts, tables
Distributions: normal and skewed distribution
	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:

Core studies and psychologists 


Key Vocabulary:

Science 
Subjective 
Positive reinforcement
Negative reinforcement 
Punishment 
Validity 
Identification 
Mediational process
Imitation 
Cognitive neuroscience 
Inference 
Schema
Evolution 
Genotype
Phenotype
Natural selection 
Defence mechanisms 
Psychodynamic 
Unconscious
Conditions of worth 
Free will 
Hierarchy of needs
Self-actualisation 
Nature 
Nurture 


	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
Maths and science 

	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
Maths and science 
	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development
PSHE/ Citizenship 


	Half Term 4: Approaches 

All pupils will know:
Students should demonstrate knowledge on the origins of Psychology:  
The cognitive approach: the study of internal mental processes, the role of schema, the use of theoretical and computer models to explain and make inferences about mental processes. Cognitive neuroscience. • The biological approach: biological structures and neurochemistry on behaviour. Genotype and phenotype, genetic basis of behaviour, evolution and behaviour.
All pupils will be assessed:

Knowledge quizzes, end of topic assessments and retrieval tasks. 

Impact - Why do we teach this?
Students will be able to understand the origins of psychology. 
Students will understand the emergence of psychology as a science through the approaches. 
Students will consider how to apply theories to real-world scenarios including psychological treatments. 
	Subject specific skills being developed: 
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material
	Half Term 5: Biopsychology 

All pupils will:
Students should demonstrate knowledge on the divisions of the nervous system including the structure of neurons. The endocrine system and its link to the fight or flight system. 

All pupils will be assessed:

Knowledge quizzes, end of topic assessments and retrieval tasks. 

Impact - Why do we teach this?


Students will be able to understand human behaviour and mental processes and allow them to better understand how individuals think, act and feel. 

Students will be able to apply this knowledge to why individuals have certain behaviours. 

Students will consider how our body acts in stressful situations which will link into why psychology is considered as a science. 
	Subject specific skills being developed:
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material
	Half Term 6:  Biopsychology 

All pupils will: 
Students should demonstrate knowledge on the location of function in the brain and hemispheric lateralisation. Students will understand the different areas of the brain and what happens to these areas during trauma, which will lead them to functional recovery of the brain. Studying the brain including scanning techniques. 

All pupils will be assessed:

Knowledge quizzes, end of topic assessments and retrieval tasks. 

Impact- Why do we teach this?

Students will be able to understand how each area of the brain is linked to everyday behaviours. This will lead them to understanding how our brains work after trauma. 

Students will be able to apply this knowledge to sleep cycles and various biological rhythms which will give them the skills needed to understand what cues effect these rhythms. 
	Subject specific skills being developed: 
· Analysis and evaluation
· Knowledge and understanding
· Application of key material

	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:



Key Vocabulary:
Science 

Subjective 
Positive reinforcement
Negative reinforcement 
Punishment 
Validity 
Identification 
Mediational process
Imitation 
Cognitive neuroscience 
Inference 
Schema
Evolution 




	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:

Core studies and psychologists 

Key Vocabulary:

Nervous system 
Central and peripheral system (comatic and autonomic) 
Sensory neuron 
Relay neuron 
Motor neuron 
Synaptic transmission 
Neurotransmitters
Excitation 
Inhibition 
Endocrine system 
Glands
Hormones 
Fight or flight 
Adrenaline 





	
	Reading Skills needed for this unit:

Core studies and psychologists 

Key Vocabulary:

Hemispheric lateralisation 
Motor
Somatosensory 
Visual 
Auditory 
Broca’s area
Wernicke’s area
Plasticity 
Functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI)
Electroencephalogram (EEGs) 
Event-related potentials (ERPs); 

	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development: PSHE
	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development: Biology 
	
	Opportunity for cross-curricular skill development:Biology 

	Ensuring this curriculum meets the needs of all pupils: This curriculum has been designed to ensure pupils from all starting points will develop the key curriculum skills and knowledge identified. The curriculum design ensures that each unit forms part of the overall learning journey and there are opportunities for revisiting skills and linking together key pieces of knowledge. Whole school policies and practices are followed to tailor the delivery of the curriculum for individuals and groups of students. Ongoing formative assessment and clear summative assessment points allow individual staff and departments to identify misconception and adjust curriculum appropriately.

	Enrichment opportunities: Attend trips to: Phobia trip to safari park and Freud Museum. 



	Career opportunities/ links: Neuroscience, Psychologist, counsellor, Education, police work etc 
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