[bookmark: _Hlk49344270][bookmark: _Hlk49344274][image: ]  How the characteristics of the Almighty are shown in the Torah.
· Judaism is called a monotheistic religion – this means that the Jews believe in only one God – like Christianity and Islam.
· The Hebrew name for God is YHVH or YAHWEH meaning “Lord”.
· However the Jews believe the name of God is so holy that it is not written or pronounced in full by Jewish people. It is often written as G-d and word used is Hashem = “The Name”. 

Jews believe G-d the Almighty has the following characteristics:
· Father = caring, a guide, a law-giver, watching over humans.
· Merciful = forgiving, offering a second chance, loving
· Omnipotent = all-powerful
· Omniscient = all-knowing, all-seeing
· Omnipresent = ever-present; God is everywhere

The Shema:
The Shema speaks about G-d as one. It is an extract from the book of Deuteronomy which is the fifth book of the Torah. The Shema is a declaration of the Jewish faith. It is recited every morning and evening. It reminds Jews about the nature of the Almighty.

The Shema reminds Jews that:
· There is only one God.
· God is good and loves them.
· They should love Him.
· God’s rules apply to every part of a person’s life.
· Children should be taught about the One God.






Sources of Wisdom and Authority (SOWA):
Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning G-d created the heaven and the earth.”

Genesis 2 (From specification)
Chapter 2 of Genesis contains the story of Adam and Eve and the Garden of Eden. This emphasises that the Almighty is all-powerful and the creator of everything, and that humans are the most important part of his creation. He is also shown as judge: he will punish Adam if he disobeys his command. 

The story tells how God formed man from the dust and breathed life into him. God planted a garden in Eden and in the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God put Adam in the Garden of Eden to work and take care of it. He was told not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil:  if he did, he would die. 

God then made animals to be companions for man but they were not suitable companions and so he made woman from one of man’s ribs to be man’s companion.

Key words and phrases:
Torah: The Five Books of Moses: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy; a wider meaning includes all the Jewish scriptures and laws.

The Shema: A declaration of the Jewish faith taken from the Torah reminding the Jews about the oneness of G-d.

Hashem : The name Jews use for “G-d”. 


Possible evaluative statements to consider:
1. “Oneness is the most important characteristic of the Almighty.” (or any other characteristic could replace “Oneness” in the question) 
2. “The characteristics of God define the way Jews understand their religion.” 
Why ideas about the Almighty are important in the lives of Jews today.
1. Jewish beliefs that the Almighty is One would mean that in their everyday lives Jews will make sure that they see G-d as uniquely special and so will allocate time to worship G-d – on the Sabbath, at festivals, by saying the Shema three times daily, touching the Mezuzah, wearing the tefillin. His name is so Holy, they write it as G-d. They will want society to be united just as G-d is.

2. Jewish beliefs that the Almighty is Creator of the beautiful world we see around us would mean that in their everyday life Jews will make sure that they protect G-d’s creation as it is his gift to humans. They will believe that G-d is behind scientific explanations of how the world began (Big bang/ science), and they will realise how important and special they are in G-d’s creation because they are made in G-d’s image.

3. Jewish beliefs that the Almighty is lawgiver and will judge them would mean that in their everyday lives Jews will make sure they obey the Torah and all Jewish laws which G-d gives: this is how they keep their part of the covenant relationship with G-d. They believe that if they do not keep his laws they will be punished; if they do they will be blessed.

Characteristics of the Almighty:

The Almighty as One…
· Belief in the oneness of G-d means that Jews worship only one God – they are monotheists. The first commandment tells them: “You shall have no other gods before me.” 
· G-d is unique and is indivisible: it is impossible to divide G-d into parts.
· G-d is unlike anything within the universe. The created universe is full of division, but G-d is perfect unity. G-d’s perfect unity makes it very difficult for humans (who live in the created world) to ever understand him. Jews believe G-d is an immaterial, spiritual being who cannot be imagined or pictured.

The Almighty as Creator…
· In Jewish belief G-d is the origin of everything there is. G-d creates everything from nothing.
· G-d is the first cause of all things and the sustainer – the world would stop existing without G-d.
· The first humans were created “in the image of G-d” – G-d gave humans some G-d-like characteristics, such as free will and intelligence.
· Reform Jews regard the creation stories as a metaphor and believe in evolution.

The Almighty as Lawgiver…
· The best example of G-d as a lawgiver is in his gift of the Torah – the Law – to Moses on Mount Sinai. The Jewish people were freed from slavery in Egypt but needed guidance. God gave them the Law so that they could live good lives. Their part of the covenant was to obey the Laws.
· The Torah contains 613 laws – called mitzvoth – which help the Jews follow G-d’s will and will bring them happiness and a better world for everyone.
· Every one of the mitzvoth, however small, has a spiritual meaning that helps Jews focus their minds and hearts on G-d.
· G-d is seen as a father and king which link to G-d being a lawgiver.

The Almighty as Judge…
· Humans will be judged by G-d but G-d is infinitely and completely just / fair – he is perfect justice.
· G-d is judge but G-d is also merciful.
· Many Jews believe G-d will judge all people, living and dead, at the end of time.
·  Orthodox Jews believe that in the meantime G-d judges the world every year on Rosh Hashanah (the Jewish new year). G-d decides who is righteous and who is damned, and who is somewhere in between – those in between then have ten days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement) to show G-d they are worthy in his sight.
Knowledge Organiser: Judaism 1: Beliefs and Teachings.  (1. The Nature of the Almighty)

	Knowledge Organiser Judaism 1: Beliefs and Teachings.  (2. The nature and importance of Shekhinah).

Key Words/ phrases:

Shekhinah: Means “dwelling”; the divine presence of G-d in the created world.

Ner Tamid: The “everlasting light” seen in synagogues which is a sign of the presence of G-d in the Ark which contains the scrolls of the Torah. 
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Sources of Wisdom and Authority (SOWA)
(*source from specification)

In the wilderness (Exodus 13:20-22)
When the people of Israel were wandering in the desert, the book of Exodus tells us that the presence of God guided them in the form of a pillar of cloud during the day and as a pillar of fire at night. They were secure in the knowledge that God was with them on their journey.

The dedication of the Temple (2Chronicles 7:1-3) *
When King Solomon was saying prayers of dedication in the Temple, God’s presence was experienced as fire, which burnt the sacrifices, and as a dazzling light. God’s presence was so overwhelming that they could not look at it: they fell face downward on the pavement worshiping God.  To look at God would be too much for humans, it could kill them.

	The nature and importance of Shekhinah
· The Hebrew word “Shekhinah” means “dwelling”;
· It refers to the visible glory of G-d that can be experienced by human beings;
· It is the divine presence of G-d in the created world.
· G-d is immanent, close to us

Shekhinah in the Jewish Scriptures.

· Moses experienced G-d’s presence when he saw the burning bush and was called by G-d to lead the people of Israel out of slavery in Egypt.
· The people of Israel experienced G-d’s presence when they were wandering in the wilderness for forty years searching for the Promised Land. (see below “Sources”)
· The presence of G-d was felt in the Temple from the moment of its dedication (see below “Sources”) and from then on in the Holy of Holies.

Further points…
· Today, many Jews believe that God’s Presence, the Shekhinah, is brought into a place by doing good things: studying the Torah, praying, fulfilling various mitzvoth (Jewish duties), and so on. 
· Sins cause the Shekhinah to depart.
· This became especially significant after the Temple was destroyed, and in a way Jews might feel that God was ‘homeless’. It then fell to Jews to try to create a home for God in their own lives and places.
· Many Jews believe the Shekhinah continues to dwell on the Western Wall of the Temple in Jerusalem.

Many Jews believe they experience G-d’s presence (Shekhinah) in:
Study: 
The study of the Torah is important and is seen as an act of worship. Jews connect with G-d through study. Rabbi Hananiah ben Teradion said: “If two sit together and the words between them are of the Torah, then the Shekhinah is in their midst.”

Worship:
When G-d freed the Israelites from Egypt, he told Moses to build a tabernacle, a portable temple, where G-d would dwell and be with them in a special way. Today, in the synagogue, the everlasting light (Ner Tamid), is a sign of G-d’s presence in the Ark containing the scrolls and at the reading of the Law.

Prayer: 
When Jews pray as a community, they believe G-d is present. From the Talmud: “Whenever ten are gathered for prayer, there the Shekhinah rests.” Many Jews believe the Shekhinah is present within the Jewish family especially at weddings and at the Friday evening Shabbat meal.
	Shekhinah as feminine
· In Jewish belief, G-d is without gender and is neither male nor female. However, Jews generally use male pronouns to refer to G-d because this has always been the case –its tradition.
· However, some Jews speak of the presence of G-d as having feminine attributes. G-d created both male and female in the image of G-d and therefore contains both within himself, and the femininity of G-d is revealed in the Shekhinah – especially in the presence in the Temple and in prayer.
· Some Jews, eg the Kabbala, see the Shekhinah as one aspect of G-d’s creative power and is like the moon, allowing the divine light of G-d to be reflected into the world, and is sometimes spoken of as “the daughter of G-d” – not literally but metaphorically – symbolising the feminine characteristics of G-d.
· Kabbalah is a Jewish sect which has become very popular in recent times amongst celebrities. It teaches about the “Sacred Feminine” as being an aspect of G-d’s creative power, a feminine presence, revealed in the Shekhinah.
Divergent understandings of Shekhinah amongst Jews today:
Positive things about Jewish teaching about the Shekhinah…
· Some Jews believe the Shekhinah shows how G-d has guided the Jews and how G-d reveals his greatness to them.
· Some Jews believe the Shekhinah shows that G-d is both transcendent (beyond space and time) but also immanent (close to humans).
· The idea of Shekhinah helps Jews to see G-d as an approachable G-d with whom they can have a personal relationship.
· Many Reform Jews like the idea of a feminine Shekhinah because it shows the feminine side of G-d and provides good reasons to have female rabbis and equal rights for men and women.

Problems with the Jewish teaching about the Shekhinah…
· Some Jews think the idea of Shekhinah makes G-d seem too much like a human person, for example the Kabbalah talking about it as the “daughter of    G-d”, and this takes away from the greatness of G-d.
· Some Jews think it is unclear about whether or not the Shekhinah is G-d or is just a reflection of G-d’s power and glory, as the Kabbalah claim.
· Some Orthodox Jews do not like the idea of a feminine Shekhinah as it takes away from the oneness and unity of G-d.
· Some Jews are concerned that if the Shekhinah is not G-d but an aspect of G-d, then, when the Shekhinah was being worshipped in the desert in the form of a cloud or in the Temple, this could be said to be idolatry – worshipping something other than G-d.
Evaluation ideas to consider:
· “The concept of Shekhinah is not important for understanding Judaism.”
· “Worship is the best way for Jews to connect with the Shekhinah”. 




          Knowledge Organiser: Judaism 1: Beliefs and Teachings.  (3. The nature and purpose of the Messiah).

Evaluation ideas to consider:
· “All Jews should have the same beliefs about the Messiah”. 
· “It is the responsibility of Jews today to bring about the Messianic Age”. 
Divergent understandings of the Messiah in forms of Judaism and the importance of them for Jewish people today. 
Orthodox Judaism and the Messiah
· The beliefs about the Messiah and the Messianic Age amongst Orthodox Jews is based on the teachings of the prophets – he will be an actual person, a descendant of King David, a future King, who will follow the Torah, rule with justice, rebuild the Temple and bring all the Jews back to Israel.
· Belief in the Messiah is one of the Thirteen Principles of Orthodox Judaism - the basic beliefs required of a Jew. 
· Orthodox Jews believe G-d will transform the world in the Messianic age brought about by the Messiah and as well as being a time of peace and harmony, they will no longer need to work to produce food and they will be able to understand the spiritual truths about G-d. 
· Orthodox Jews will bless each other "You shall live to see Meshiach". 
· Hasidic Jews (an Orthodox branch of Judaism) believe the coming of the Messiah is imminent (close by), and can be hastened by the piety of religious Jews. 
· Some believe there is a person born in each generation who has the potential to be the Messiah, if he is accepted as such by the Jewish people. However, other Jews are wary of ever suggesting that a person might be the Messiah because believing in a Messiah that turns out to be false could discredit the Jewish faith.
· Conservative Orthodox Jews believe that individual Jews can believe that the Messiah is a literal person who will come in the future, or alternatively is a symbol of humankind being freed from the evils of the world.

Progressive Jews and the Messiah
· Reform Judaism made radical changes to the ideas of Messiah and the Messianic Age. Reform and Liberal Jews have more or less rejected the concept of an individual person who will be the Messiah and see this only as the way in which the idea of a Messianic Age would have been described in Biblical times. 
· Instead, they focus on the idea of the Messianic Age as a goal and ideal. The Messiah idea is seen as a symbol of “tikkun olam” – the “remaking of the world” by means of acts of righteousness. The Messianic age of peace and justice will be achieved by the efforts of Jews working to make the world a better place.  
· They do not believe that the Messianic age will involve a different mode of existence brought about by G-d but that G-d wants ordinary people to achieve the Messianic age by working towards a more just society. 
· Reform Judaism rejects the idea of a Messiah that will be sent by G-d and instead believe in a future time when peace will be achieved by people’s actions, including religious duties.

Key Points
· Messiah means ‘anointed one’. The Messiah is the one who will be anointed as king in the End of Days.
· According to Orthodox Jewish teaching, the Messiah will be a remarkable human being who will bring about an ideal world order - the Messianic Age. The Messiah will be a great political leader descended from King David. 
· Jews believe that they must help to bring about the coming of the Messiah or the Messianic age by behaving well and improving the world. 
· The Messiah will come either because the world has improved to the extent that it is ready for him, or because the situation for the Jews has become so bad that G-d intervenes and sends the Messiah to put this right.
What will the Messiah be like?
· Most Jews, especially Orthodox Jews, believe the Messiah will be a human being (not a god, demi-god or other supernatural being) who will bring about a new world order of peace and justice. 
· The prophets speak of the Messiah as being someone who will know the Jewish law well and will keep all the commandments. He will be a charismatic leader, inspiring others to follow his example. He will be a great military leader, who will win battles for Israel. He will be a great judge, who makes righteous decisions.
What will the Messiah do?
· Many Jews believe that the coming of the Messiah will bring about a time when all Jews will be able to return to live in the Promised Land, the Land of Israel. The prophets speak of how the Messiah will restore Jerusalem, rebuild the Temple and re-establish its worship. 
· He will establish a government in Israel that will be the centre of all world government, both for Jews and gentiles. He will restore the religious court system of Israel and establish Jewish law as the law of the land. 

When will the Messiah come?
· Although some scholars believed that G-d has set aside a specific date for the coming of the Messiah, most Jews believe that the behaviour of humankind will determine the time of the Messiah’s coming. 
· In general, it is believed that the Messiah will come in a time when he is most needed (because the world is so sinful), or in a time when he is most deserved (because the world is so good). For example, each of the following has been suggested as the time when the Messiah will come: 
· if Israel repented a single day; 
· if Israel observed a single Shabbat (Sabbath) properly; 
· if Israel observed two Shabbats in a row properly; 
· in a generation that is totally innocent or totally guilty; 
· in a generation that loses hope; 
· in a generation where children are totally disrespectful towards their parents and elders. 






The Messiah and Jews today
· Most Jews rarely think about the Messiah. If they do think about the Messiah, they are more likely to think about the Messianic Age, rather than the person of the Messiah.

· Some Jews believe that the Messiah will come soon because they look at the behaviour of young people in modern day Britain – crime, poor religious observance, lack of respect for parents. 

· The founding of the State of Israel after WWII was seen by some Jews as the first sign of the dawning of the Messianic Age – Jews returning to Israel. 













Key words and phrases:
 Messiah: The “anointed one”; the King sent from God; in Hebrew – the “Mashiach”.

Messianic Age: A time in the future when the Messiah will rule the people; it will be a time of peace and justice.
Sources of Wisdom and Authority (SOWA):
(*source from specification)
From the prophet Micah (4:3)
The messiah as a man who will bring an end to disputes among the nations and will bring everlasting peace. Weapons such as swords and spears will be changed into ploughs and pruning knives for farming.

From the prophet Jeremiah (23:5-8)*
The messiah as a King who will be a descendant of King David. He will rule wisely and with justice. The people will live in safety and peace and he will be called ‘The LORD Our Salvation.’ He will be God’s leader who will bring the people back to their own land.

From the prophet Isaiah (11:11-12)
 Isaiah speaks of the messiah as a leader from God who will bring his scattered people back to their homeland.

Possible evaluative statements to consider:
1. “
2.  

Sources of Wisdom and Authority (SOWA):
(*source from specification)
The Story of Abraham in Genesis and especially Genesis 17*which refers to the Covenant, Circumcision, Father of a great nation, Promised Land etc. 
Key words and phrases:
 Promised Land: The state of Israel, the Land of the Jews promised by God to Abraham, 
Circumcision: Removing the foreskin of the penis; “Brit Milah” is the name of the Jewish ceremony of circumcision, a sign that a boy enters the Jewish covenant.



The nature and history of the Abrahamic covenant.

· The history of the Jewish people begins when God promised a nomad leader called Abram that he would be the father of a great people if he did as God told him
· Jews regard Abraham (as he was later called) as the first Patriarch (Father) of the Jewish people.
· The story of Abraham and his descendants is found in the book of Genesis. Abram was a shepherd and came from Ur. 
· Abraham was the first person to teach the idea that there was only one God; before then, people believed in many gods. Abram answers the call of God and it is because of this that he accepts and realises the reality of there being only one true God.
· In the Jewish tradition, there are a number of stories about Abraham smashing his father's idols when he realises that there can be only one God of heaven and earth. It doesn't matter whether the stories are true or not. They acknowledge that Abraham was the first person to recognise and worship the one God. And so, monotheism was born.
· At the beginning of Genesis chapter 12, God asked Abram to leave his home and country and he makes Abram three promises: the promise of a relationship with God, numerous descendants and land.
· The only problem is that both Abram and his wife, Sarai (later called Sarah) are old people and childless. They will have to leave their homeland and they don't even know who this God is! They seem to be an almost impossible set of promises for God to keep. But the amazing fact about Abram is that he does what he is asked. There are no signs or miracles; he has no scriptures or traditions on which to draw, so Abram has to place his trust in this nameless God. Consequently, Abram has gone down in history as a man of tremendous faith. As a result of his obedience, God changes his name to Abraham, meaning 'father of the people'.
· The ultimate test of Abraham's obedience, however, comes in Genesis 22 when he is asked to sacrifice his son by Sarah - Isaac. God had promised that Abraham's descendants would come through Isaac, so the level of faith he displays is quite astonishing. Abraham trusts God and takes his son, as directed, up a mountain. At the very last minute, God intervenes and spares Isaac's life by providing another animal (a ram) for sacrifice. The test is complete, and God once more reiterates his promises to Abraham of land, descendants and a personal relationship.
· The important thing to learn here is the uniqueness of the Covenant relationship between God and Abraham. For the first time, we see the beginning of a two-way relationship: God doing something for Abraham, and Abraham doing something for God. The blessings of God are passed on from one generation to another.
· The story of Abraham is about obedience to the will of God - not blind obedience, because the Bible stories tell us that Abraham frequently challenged God and asked questions. But in the end, he trusted this God who had made such extraordinary promises and in so doing formed a very special and personal relationship with God which, believers will argue, has continued through to the present day.

Knowledge Organiser: Judaism 1: Beliefs and Teachings.  (4.  The Covenant with Abraham and his descendants).




	God’s side of the covenant involves…

	 Abraham’s side of the covenant involves…

	God will make an everlasting covenant with Abraham and his descendants;
God will give Sarai a son even though she is old and has not yet had a son;
God will give Abraham many descendants (as many as the stars in the sky and the grains of dust on the earth) and he will be the Father of a great nation;
I will be your God and the God of your descendants; I will give you a land (Canaan) that will belong to your descendants forever. 

	Leave the city of Ur and go where God leads him;
Obey God;
Keep the covenant: Trust in God and have faith;
Circumcise every male – a sign of committing to worship God and God alone.

	The outward sign of the covenant is…
· Abram’s name is changed to Abraham and Sarai’s name is changed to Sarah
· Circumcision of all males


The role of Abraham in the covenant (including Genesis 17)[image: ]
The Abrahamic covenant is still important to Jews today …
· Orthodox Jews still circumcise baby boys as a sign of being part of the covenant made with Abraham = Brit Milah ceremony.
· Some Progressive Jews choose not to circumcise boys, but the covenant is still important to them and they have a welcoming ceremony that they call Brit Shalom (covenant of peace) which claims the child as a n heir of the Abrahamic covenant.
· Among Progressive Jews it is becoming popular to have a Brit Chayim ceremony (covenant of life) for Jewish baby girls to welcome them into the Jewish faith and the covenant.

Why the Promised Land covenanted to Abraham and his descendants is important for Jews today. 
The History of the Promised Land and the State of Israel:
· The first appearance of the idea of a Promised Land is in the book of Genesis in the Torah, in which God makes a promise to Abraham:
“Leave the country, your people and your father’s household and go to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing”. Genesis 12:1-2
· God promised to show Abraham a land and to make his descendants through Isaac “a great nation”. Later in the Torah Moses leads the Israelites back to the Promised Land after being slaves in Egypt, and a kingdom is established by the Kings of Israel (Saul, David and Solomon).
Some issues: It is worth noting that God’s promise of a land does not say that it is promised to all of Abraham’s descendants; God does not promise that Abraham’s descendants will live in the Promised Land forever. These issues lead to different ideas among Jews today about the Promised Land and the present-day State of Israel.

Views among Jews today about the State of Israel:
· Many Orthodox Jews see the foundation of the State of Israel and Zionism as being from God – by claiming the land of Israel Jews are fulfilling God’s will and acting on the promise to Abraham. They link the State of Israel to the Messiah and the coming of the Messianic Age.
· Living outside of Israel today is viewed by some Jews as a form of exile.
· Orthodox Jews include prayers for a return to Israel in Sabbath prayers and festivals e.g. Passover. 
· Other Jews are reluctant to bring God into political Zionism and believe that the Jews need a homeland for historical reasons – to protect themselves from atrocities like the Holocaust.








	Important!!!Knowledge Organiser: Judaism 1: Beliefs and Teachings.  (5.  The Covenant at Sinai.)


*****The theme of Covenant in Judaism is very important. Covenant is all about the individual’s relationship with the Almighty, it is a special relationship that involves promises on both sides. It is at the heart of being a Jew. This means that the idea of Covenant can be brought into all sorts of answers on various topics: festivals, prayer, synagogue worship…probably every topic can link back to covenant. If you remember this, you will be able to improve your marks! *****

Key Words/ phrases:
Covenant: an agreement between two parties, which benefits both.  Both sides need to keep certain conditions.
Decalogue: The “Ten sayings” or the Ten commandments. 

Sources of Wisdom and Authority (SOWA):
(*source from specification)
Exodus 20* The Covenant at Sinai
In this passage God gives the people of Israel rules to live by – the decalogue or the Ten Commandments. They are no longer slaves but are his people. If they are to be his people, they must obey his rules and he will look after them – this is the covenant God makes, through Moses, to the people of Israel. Some rules are about their relationship with God e.g.: 
“Worship no god but me.
Observe the Sabbath and keep it holy (do no work but rest as G-d did t creation on the seventh day)
Some rules are about their relationship with other people e.g.: Respect your father and your mother
Do not commit murder.
Do not commit adultery.
Do not steal.
· Today the Ten Commandments are heard in the synagogue three times a year: in the readings of Exodus and Deuteronomy, and during the festival of Shavuot.
· Jews touch the Mezuzah and wear tefillin during prayer which contain the Shema - to remind them that they must worship only one God and keep his commands. 
	The nature and history of the Covenant at Sinai (the Ten Commandments) including Exodus 20

· The book of Exodus, the second book of the Torah tells the story of how an Israelite brought up as an Egyptian, Moses, is called by God to lead the Israelites to freedom. After Moses has led the Israelites through the Red Sea, the Shekhinah of God settles on Mount Sinai and Moses receives from God the final version of the covenant between the Jews and God in the form of tablets of stone.

· The Ten Commandments, or the Decalogue, are the beginning of the Jewish Law and the first of the 613 Mitzvot. (see Sources of wisdom and authority)

· The covenant that God gave at Mount Sinai reinforced the covenant that God had given to Abraham, and told the Jews what they would have to do as their side of the covenant.

· The Torah states that on Mount Sinai God made a covenant with the Jewish people.  This was different to the previous two covenants with Noah and Abraham: Jews who do not follow these commandments will be punished (Deuteronomy 28:15-68). 

· The covenant identifies the Jewish people as the chosen people of G-d.

· Moses carved the 10 commandments (the Decalogue) on two slabs of stone.

· G-d gave the Torah to Jews to live a good life.

· Moses was also given the oral Torah which was later written down and is called the Talmud.

· Every Jewish soul that is ever born was present at the moment Moses received the Decalogue and has agreed to follow the Decalogue.

· God promised to stay with the Jews and never to abandon them, because they were his chosen people: 
                 “…if you will obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my own           
               possessions among all peoples; for all the earth is mine, and you shall be to  
                                     me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation…”

· God told the Jewish People, that for their part, they must dedicate themselves to serving God for ever, and to making the world a better and holier place by obeying God's laws.

· The Jewish people agreed to do this by saying, “All that the Lord has spoken we will do.” Exodus 19

· The covenant at Sinai sets out in great detail the relationship between God and the Jews.

· Much of Judaism can be seen as the working out of this relationship and the development of the God's rules into a complete lifestyle.

	The role and significance of Moses in the Covenant at Sinai
· Moses is considered by Jews to be the central prophet and the “founder” of the Jewish faith. Although the people existed before the Exodus (as circumcised descendants of Abraham and Jacob), the written Law came into being with Moses and therefore Judaism as an organised religion began to exist then. 
· Moses is seen as a Prophet and Lawgiver.
· He is a mediator between God and the people of Israel.

The Covenant with Moses at Sinai
	God’s side of the covenant involves…
	Moses’s and the Israelites side of the covenant involves…

	· God will lead the Israelites to the “Promised Land” that is to be the “Land of Israel”.

· He will be their God and they will be his people – a holy race, people set apart = the Chosen people of God.

· God will never abandon them.

· However, the covenant is conditional – God will bless them, look after them and care for them if they keep the commandments. He will punish them if they do not.
	· The people must be obedient and keep the commandments of God.

· They must live a good life showing Love for God and for each other. They do this by obeying the Law: worshipping God as instructed in the Torah and obeying all the mitzvot (Laws) about how to treat your neighbour. 


Divergent understandings of how and why the Decalogue is important in Jewish life today
· Most Orthodox Jews believe the entire Torah was written by Moses and therefore it represents the inspired Word of God.
· More Progressive Jews, such as Reform Jews, may reject the idea that Moses wrote the whole of the Torah seeing it as implausible. However, they do believe the Torah embodies the spirit of the revelation Moses received.
· For Orthodox Jews, all 613 of the Mitzvot in the Torah are to be considered commandments explicitly given by God and so should be obeyed. When they consider the giving of Torah, they do not single out the Ten Commandments from the other Mitzvot.
· Progressive Jews consider the Ten Commandments to be the heart of the Law and should be obeyed, while the other Mitzvot should be seen as attempts to help the Israelites live out the Law. However, they do not see all of the Mitzvot as laws that have to be obeyed today; instead they work out for themselves which parts are significant for today.

Evaluation ideas to consider:
· “The Covenant at Sinai is not relevant for Jewish life today.”
· “The covenant with Moses is the most important Jewish covenant.”

                                                     



	Key Words/ phrases:Knowledge Organiser: Judaism 1: Beliefs and Teachings.  (6. Sanctity of Life)



Pikuach Nefesh: The Jewish idea that the preservation of human life overrides any other religious law – the sanctity of life.

Talmud Yoma: Part of the Oral teaching passed down on the interpretation of the Torah. 

Sources of Wisdom and Authority (SOWA):
(*source from specification)

Talmud Yoma 83-84*
In the Talmud, rabbis discussed and approved actions on Shabbat that would save a life and so would be allowed even though in other circumstances would be classed as working - such as rescuing a drowning child, breaking a door to prevent it closing on a child, moving rubble from a collapsed wall to save a child, and extinguishing a fire to save a life. If lives can be saved by working on the Shabbat, then Shabbat must be broken. This is how Jewish doctors justify working on Shabbat.  
Life is valued above all else and so almost any Jewish law can be broken to save a life. The exceptions are: murder, idolatry, incest and adultery.  

Possible evaluative statements to consider:

· “Pikuach nefesh should be applied in all situations.” 

· “Orthodox Jews should always obey the mitzvot.”


[image: ]
	The nature and importance of Pikuach Nefesh (primacy of life) ; Why human life is holy for Jewish people; How life is shown as special and taking precedence over everything :    

· The Talmud (the oral Torah passed down from Moses) makes it clear that we are descended from a single person, Adam who was made in the image of God, and so that to take a human life is like destroying the entire world.
· The Torah also prohibits the killing of innocent life (Murder): “Do not murder” The Decalogue Exodus 20:13
· Pikuach Nefesh is the principle (main) Jewish law (it overrides other religious laws).  The main idea is that Jews should live by the Torah but not die by the Torah. Human life is essential and so the obligation to save a life in jeopardy, is considered a major value to uphold. This obligation applies both to an immediate threat and a less grave danger that has the potential of becoming serious.
· Pikuach Nefesh comes from the biblical verse: “Neither shall you stand by the blood of your neighbour.” Leviticus 19:16. According to Pikuach Nefesh a person must do everything in their power to save the life of another, even donate bodily organs.
· In the Talmud Rabbis approved things that could happen on the Shabbat such as rescuing a drowning a child and putting a fire out to save a life.  The Sanctity of Human Life is as, if not more important, than the Shabbat. 
· Jews may not work on the Sabbath: “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labour and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.” Exodus 20:8-10
· This rule can be broken in the case of Pikuach Nefesh – in order to save life. “Whoever destroys a single life is considered as if he had destroyed the whole world, and whoever saves a single life as if he had saved the whole world.” Sanhedrin 4:5 
· This principle is also true of fasting. If not eating or drinking is dangerous (eg diabetes), then Pikuach Nefesh applies. Or eating non-kosher food to avoid starvation. There are three mitzvoth that can never be broken even under Pikuach Nefesh: to commit murder (does not include self-defence), idolatry/blasphemy and incest/adultery.                   
· Further points: (1) Idolatry: this includes worshipping any other god, saying God’s name in vain or pretending God does not exist in order to avoid persecution. (2) Murder: it is not permissible to deliberately kill someone or to create a dangerous situation which may put lives at risk eg speeding to reach a hospital and killing an innocent motorist. (3) Adultery: this is a grave sin against the Ten Commandments and harms families. (4) white it is not permitted to automatically give up one’s life in order to save the life of another (an act of suicide = forbidden by Jewish Law), a person can risk his/her life to save the life of another. It is, however, forbidden to place one’s own life at more risk than the other person is already in.
· Orthodox Jews who are doctors and nurses are permitted to work on the Shabbat and to use electronic devices such as mobile phones that would otherwise be forbidden.

	Applying Pikuach Nefesh …     
Jews and organ donations:
· In principle Judaism supports and encourages organ donation in order to save lives (Pikuach Nefesh).
· As all cases are different, Jewish law requires consultation with a competent Rabbinic authority before consent is granted.
· If an organ is needed for a specific, immediate transplant then it could be considered a great honour for a Jew to donate organs to save another person's life.
· But if the organs were being donated into an organ bank, or for medical research, then this may be looked on less favourably.
· There is also the concern that during the transplant operation, the doctor may remove the organ that is being donated before the patient is actually dead dead according to Jewish law (the brain may have died but the heart is still beating). This could be seen as effectively killing the patient, which is obviously forbidden.

Divergent understandings of how and why the principle of Pikuach Nefesh is applied for Jews today

· Modern Jews have different beliefs about Pikuach Nefesh.  Not every Reform and Orthodox Jew feels the same about the sanctity of human life and the Jewish teaching upon it.  
· Judaism does not support assisted dying.  However, suicide (taking your own life) is also forbidden but it is looked upon with understanding and compassion after such a sad event.
· Orthodox Jews only allow abortion (the death of an unborn baby) to happen if the mother or baby’s life is threatened by a medical condition.  However, reform Jews may allow abortions on social grounds, that is, the mother may not want a child at that time in her life or they may argue that life does not begin until the birth of the baby.  
· Generally, euthanasia is forbidden by all Jews. If someone is brain dead, Orthodox Jews tend to take the view that, because of the uncertainty about the status of the brain-dead person, the presumption must be that the person is truly alive and therefore it would be wrong to kill him or her. Some Reform Jews, however, would argue that it is more compassionate to end the life of someone in this situation (euthanasia) 
[image: ]
                                                                            


     [image: ]Possible evaluative statements to consider:
· “The Mitzvot are no longer relevant to modern life.”
· “It is important for Jews to follow the Mitzvot.” 
Divergent understandings of the importance of the Mitzvot between the Almighty and humans, and between humans, for Jewish life today.
Orthodox Jews:
· Ritual and Moral Mitzvot are equally important for Orthodox Jews because they cover EVERY aspect of life.
· For the Orthodox Jew there is a right and a wrong way of doing everything. For example, there are Mitzvot which tell people how to organise the kitchen, how to dress and so on – and they believe every law should be obeyed.
· Orthodox Jews allow some Mitzvot to be broken in extreme situation - if human life needs to be protected – Pikuach Nefresh 
· Orthodox Jews often criticise the more liberal approach of the progressive Jews because they believe they are going too far in setting aside some Mitzvot and changing the essence of the Mitzvot.
· Some ritual Mitzvot are ignored by all Jews eg animal sacrifices.
· Orthodox Jews interpret the ancient laws for modern times flicking an electric switch on the Shabbat is forbidden as it is seen as “kindling fire” which is forbidden in the Mitzvot.
· There are disputes about how the Mitzvot should be interpreted today for modern day questions eg organ donation/ abortion. But the Mitvot guide decisions in the modern world and Rabbis help ordinary Jews in interpreting them for today but this can be controversial. 
Progressive (Liberal/Reform) Jews
· The Mitvot are not as important for progressive Jews as they do not regard the Mitzvot as coming to Moses directly from God. They see them as coming from humans inspired by God. It is not always clear how they should be observed in the modern world. 
· Some Reform Jews see the ritual Mitzvot as being from the ancient times and so are not necessary in modern times and so may choose not to follow them strictly. Some Reform Jews see both ritual and moral mitzvot as important for Jewish identity. – so, for example, Shabbat rituals are followed., some follow Kashrut dietry laws. 
· Many Reform Jews see the oral/social Mitzvot as more important because the Jewish scriptures, especially the prophets, emphasise that God’s will is that his people should behave justly towards one another and towards other peoples. 

· Most Reform Jews believe that observing Mitzvot is a matter of personal choice. For example, some will keep kashrut (dietary laws on what can be eaten and how it is prepared), some will just eat kosher food (food that is allowed) and some will ignore the food laws altogether. 


                                                     











[bookmark: _Hlk49781701]General points:
Remember:
Mitzvah = commandment/ law (singular)       Mitzvot = commandments/ laws (plural)
· Moses received 613 Mitzvot (laws) on Mt Sinai. The explanation for each mitzvah or commandment was given by God to Moses.
· They are recorded briefly in the Torah.
· Because they come from God the creator, obeying the Mitzvot brings happiness, joy and fulfilment in life.
· The Mitzvot guide the behaviour of the Jews. They must keep these laws as their part of the Mosaic Covenant.
· Following the Jewish law means following the Mitzvot.
· Some are positive commandments – what Jews should do eg. “Love the Lord your God…”etc. and some are negative eg. “you shall not murder” – God’s authority clearly prohibits what is wrong – he would be letting his people down if he did not make thee commandments clear.
· The most accepted list of the 613 Mitzvot is Maimonides’ list (see: Sources of wisdom and authority)

The importance of the relationship between keeping the Mitzvot and free will
· The Mitzvot are commandments and are not optional – they must be obeyed.
· But each Jew must decide whether or not to follow the Mitzvot of their own free will.
· Jews believe that God created humans in his own image (Gen 1:27) and with the freedom to choose to do good or do evil. 
· As it is a matter of choice, Jews believe that they will be judged – they must have free will for judgement to be possible. If human beings do not have free will, they cannot be held responsible for their behaviour.
· The Talmud (the Oral Torah) says that people are free to choose whether or not to do what God tells them and can be held responsible for their choices.
· However, Jews believe that God knows everything (Omniscient) so he also knows how people will act. This seems that people are not free – but Rabbis resolve this by saying that God knows what people will choose to do, but that – so in any situation they also have complete freedom to decide how to act and so choosing whether or not to do a mitzvah is a moral choice for which they are responsible. 
· Eg. One mitzvah is “Not to intermarry with gentiles” Deuteronomy 7:3 Gentiles are non-Jews or non-believers. Does following this command affect free will? 

The Mitzvot between humans and humans.
· The 613 Mitzvot can be divided into mitzvoth between Jews and God and mitzvot between Jews and their fellow human beings. The Ten Commandments contain both sorts of Mitzvot and both types are equally important. They are requirements placed upon the Jews by God for his own reasons.
· Many Mitzvot relate to the relationship between humans and are social and moral Mizvot, guiding their behaviour towards other humans.
· The purpose of the social/moral Mitzvot is to develop a good relationship with other people and to create the nation of Israel
· Famous moral Mitzvot, such as not lying or committing murder, are found in the Ten Commandments, but there are many more, e.g. “Do not oppress the stranger”.
· Some of these Mitzvot are referred to as “acts of loving kindness” and include visiting the sick, feeding the hungry, comforting mourners, clothing the naked (helping the poor). 
· Jewish law requires a Jew to be a law-abiding citizen in the country in which they live unless the law of the country is utterly at odds with their conscience. 

The Mitzvot between humans and the Almighty.
· Mitzvot between Jews and God are called ritual Mitzvot, such as keeping the rules of Shabbat.
· The Mitzvot are a kindly gift from God sent to help the Jewish people – to help them become a nation. Keeping the Mitzvot is a sign of gratitude for God’s help in saving them from slavery and his continual guidance. God shows them the best way to live and following them deepens their relationship with God. 
· Some Mitzvot are about worshipping God and making sure the worshipper is ritually pure so that God can be worshipped properly. Eg hygiene and food laws. 
· Keeping Mitzvot enables humans to reach out to G-d, keeping their side of the Mosaic covenant: G-d has agreed to be the Jewish people’s God, and look after them – if they keep his Mitzvot.
· The purpose of the ritual Mitzvot is to develop a good relationship with God. Eg tassels on their garments (the Shema) reminds the Jews of the laws and the law giver. 
· The Mitzvot should develop the spirituality of the Jew. The ritual Mitzvot give religious significance to everyday occurrences such as saying blessings before and after eating, or rules about wearing modest clothing. 
                                                     







Sources of Wisdom and Authority (SOWA):
(*source from specification)

Mishneh Torah of Maimonides: Sefer Madda*
The most accepted list of the 613 Mitzvot is Maimonides’ list in his Mishneh Torah. Maimonides was an influential medieval Rabbi. One of the books of the Mishneh Torah is called the Sefer Madda, the “Book of Knowledge”. In this it is explained that God is the foundation of everything and the Mitzvot should be followed because they are God’s commands.  He lists all of the positive Mitzvot (what a Jew should do) and all of the negative Mitzvot (what a Jew should not do) and then divides them up into subject categories e.g. about God, Marriage, the poor etc. 


Key words and phrases:

Mitzvot: Jewish commandments to guide behaviour; there are 613 Mitzvot.

Free will: humans beign able to make their own choices about how they act/ behave. 
Knowledge Organiser: Judaism 1: Beliefs and Teachings.  (7. Moral principles and the Mitzvot).


	****** From Specification: “Students should compare and contrast beliefs within Christianity and Judaism about the afterlife and their significance *****Knowledge Organiser: (8. Jewish beliefs about life after death).


Key words/ phrases: 
Resurrection: The body living on after death. 
Judgement: The Almighty judging humans based on how they have lived their lives. 

Sources of Wisdom and Authority (SOWA):
(*source from specification)
Ecclesiastes 12*
This chapter of Ecclesiastes speaks about the fact that physically we will all grow old and weak and die. It says:  “Our bodies will return to the dust of the earth, and the breath of life will go back to God, who gave it to us.” It advises us to remember our creator while we are still young, and to listen to the teachings of the wise. It says: “Have reverence for God, and obey his commands, because this is all that we were created for. God is going to judge everything we do, whether good or bad, even things done in secret.”
Daniel 12
An angel tells Daniel that at the end of time all of those whose names are written in God’s book will be saved: they will rise and enjoy eternal life. But some will suffer eternal disgrace. 
Isaiah 25-26
Isaiah speaks of a banquet that will be prepared by God for all those he saves. He will destroy death and the good people will rise. But those who sin will be punished and will not live again but will remain dead.
Deuteronomy 32:50
The Torah indicates in several places that the righteous will be reunited with loved ones and that the wicked will be excluded from the reunion.

Important ideas to consider/ evaluate:
You must be able to compare Jewish beliefs about life after death with Catholic beliefs. Consider: 
Both believe in some form of life after death, judgement, reward for the good, in a place where souls will be in the presence of God, gives meaning and purpose to life, Day of Judgement linked to coming of the Messiah (Jesus for Catholics), both have idea of purification after death occurring for some (Gehinnom/ purgatory). Liberal Christians and Progressive Jews have beliefs in common.
	Jewish beliefs about life after death
These are generally the views of Orthodox Jews:
· A popular belief among Orthodox Jews is that good people will go to heaven, Gan Eden, when they die. 
· The souls of good people, Jews and non-Jews alike, are believed to go directly to their reward, whereas the souls of the less righteous people require time and prayer to help them gain access. 
· Repentance before (and possibly after) death can set everything straight. These souls can also be helped if those left alive can demonstrate how the memory and influence of the deceased has affected their lives and made them behave well.  
· There will be a Day of Judgement when God will judge all souls, both the living and the dead. Those who are good will “live forever in the presence of God”. There will also be physical resurrection but the way this will work out is unclear – Jews do not spend too much time trying to figure it out. The souls of those who are not worthy will not live in God’s presence forever, but no particular punishment is defined. Missing out on the reward may be enough. 

The nature of resurrection and judgement
Once again, these are generally the views of Orthodox Jews:
· In Judaism, the Thirteen Principles of faith state: ‘I believe with perfect faith that there will be a resurrection of the dead at a time that will please the Creator, blessed be his name”. Also stated is that the Jews who keep the Mitzvot will be rewarded and those who do not will be punished. 
· Because God is just and fair and because it is clear that often bad things happen to good people (and vice versa), Jews believe that somehow God’s justice must be worked out beyond this life. Jews are generally vague about this topic – the main issue is to live a good life.
· Several prophets refer to some form of final judgement at the “end of days”.eg Malachi
· Jewish thinkers seem to be agreed that G-d will judge people on the basis of HOW they have lived their lives as much, if not more than, on what they have believed. 
· All good people, both Jews and non-Jews will receive their reward after death. The rabbis of Roman times (eg Maimonides) said: “The righteous of all nations will inherit the World to Come.”Why belief in life after death may be important for Jews today.
· Many modern rabbis concentrate on this life rather than worrying about the details in an afterlife about which no-one can be certain. 
· Orthodox Jews would see keeping the Mitzvot as being important in this life as it will affect God’s judgement and their treatment after death. 
· Progressive Jews focus on this life and being a good Jew to please God each day.
· Jews try to avoid the “sin” present in the modern world and try to live their lives without sin. 
· How the dead body is disposed of will be dependent on what they believe happens to the body – physical resurrection or spiritual only.
· Living Jews will try to remember the dead and show how the dead person has influenced them in a good way so that the dead person can receive God’s mercy and can go to Gan Eden. 


	Divergent Jewish understandings of the nature and significance of life after death.

Jewish beliefs in life after death are varied and often unclear. Even among Orthodox Jews and amongst Rabbis beliefs vary. Most Jews remain fairly vague about what happens to them after they die. They assume that God is just and that everything will work out fairly. They do not agree on the nature or form of life after death but are generally convinced that death is not the end.

Orthodox views:
Note: Orthodox rabbis are reluctant to speculate on matters relating to the afterlife because humans simply do not have the capacity to understand God’s future plans for humanity.
· Orthodox Jews believe in resurrection. They only allow full physical burial – they argue that the body is given in trust by God and should be returned as intact as possible after death. Also, they believe that it is not appropriate for people to destroy human bodies – some oppose organ donation because they believe it could interfere with the resurrection but most would see Pikuach Nefresh (Sanctity of life teachings) override this.
· Some Orthodox Jews believe that the resurrection of the dead will occur during the Messianic Age.
· Orthodox Jews believe in the Day of Judgement, a future time when, after the resurrection of the dead, God will sit in judgement on every creature including humans (see above)  The Day of Judgement beliefs are based on the Prophet Daniel (See Sources of wisdom and authority).
· Orthodox Jews believe the souls of the righteous ascend to heaven “Gan Eden” whereas the souls of the unrighteous will go to a place known as Gehinnom – a place like the Catholic purgatory, souls are purified of their sins through punishment and fire. The soul will only spend twelve months here and will then go to Gan Eden.
· Orthodox Jews believe God judges them every year on Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year), which is why it is important for Orthodox Jews to amend their lives and their relationship with God between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement).
Progressive Jews views on life after death:
· Progressive Jews reject the idea of a physical resurrection of the dead. Many believe in the eternal survival of the soul after death.
· They allow cremation.
· Progressive Jews do not believe in a literal judgement by God because they do not believe in bodily resurrection but they still celebrate Rosh Hashanah and observe Yom Kippur because they believe God holds human beings to account for their actions – they do not want to displease God. 
· Many Progressive Jews do not believe in Gan Eden or Gehinnom and place all their emphasis on the idea that God rewards and punishes in this life rather than in a life to come. 
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Possible evaluative statements to consider:      “The covenant with Abraham is more important than the  covenant with Moses”.   
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