Functionalist view of the nuclear family:
[image: Image result for love cartoon]Functionalist Murdock looked at over 250 societies and said some form of the nuclear family existed in all of them. He argues that all families fulfil four vital functions:
Sexual function
Sex in marriage creates a powerful emotional bond between couples and encourages fidelity (faithfulness). This encourages stable relationships which helps keep society stable too. 
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Reproductive function
Society needs new people to be born to make sure it will always continue. This generally occurs within a marriage or a family setting.
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Educational function
Children need to be socialised into the norms and values of a society. This is called primary socialisation where children learn to talk, learn manners and learn to follow rules. 

[image: Image result for economic function]Economic function
Adults provide shelter, food and money for their children. When families buy things it also helps to maintain the economy. 



Functionalist Parsons focused on the American family and argued that the family has two important functions that cannot be performed by other institutions:
1) [image: C:\Users\halls\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\5C09E041.tmp]Primary socialisation: Parsons believed that families pass on the norms and values of society. They are responsible for teaching children rules and behaviour in our social lives. He said mothers perform an expressive role (this is caring for and socialising children) as they are biologically suited to look after the emotional development if children. Fathers perform the instrumental role by working outside the home to earn money for the family.
2) Stabilisation of adult personality: Parsons argued that the family stabilises adults and he called this the ‘warm bath theory’. The family provides a warm, loving home where adults can be themselves and relax. The support and security in a family reduces stress from work and strengthens social stability. 
Challenges to this view
· Paints a perfect picture of the family, when this might not be the case. There may be a ‘dark side of the family’ such as violence or child abuse.
· Functional families can turn into dysfunctional families over time as conflict starts to arise.
· These views are based on middle-class American families and does not consider other families that may be different due to ethnicity, religion and class.
· This research may not be relevant anymore as it can be seen as outdated. There is now changes to laws on sexuality and attitudes towards children outside of marriage. Furthermore, the roles of parents have also changed as many women now go out to work and earn a wage as well as men. 
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