[image: ]Feminist views on the nuclear family.
Marxist feminists believe the nuclear family functions to benefit capitalism, so benefits the rich (upper classes). They believe men benefit more than women from family life as there is an expectation that women have children and take time off work to look after their children. Marxist feminists argue that children become the workers of the future and are socialised to just accept this position. This also benefits men because women cannot compete with men for promotions when they come up because they don’t have the work experience like men do when they have taken time off work to have children. Marxists feminists also believe when men come home from a stressful day at work after being exploited by capitalist bosses, they take their frustrations out on women, leading to cases of domestic violence and poor treatment of women within the home. 

Liberal feminists look at increasing equality between men and women. They recognise that lots has happened already which is positive for women, such as their ability to now vote and lots of equal rights women already have (equal pay, right to divorce, etc). Liberal feminists campaign to change certain laws in society as they believe this ensures that equality is recognised everywhere. Liberal feminists still recognise the inequalities between men and women, particularly in the family. Ann Oakley states that these inequalities happen through gender socialisation. She calls this canalisation and manipulation. Canalisation is where girls and boys are channelled towards specific toys that are seen as stereotypical to their gender e.g. girls have dollies and tea sets whilst boys have swords and guns. Manipulation is the language we use towards boys and girls. Girls may be told to act ladylike and be quiet, whilst boys are told to be brave and strong. This puts children from a young age into their stereotypical gender roles. Oakley also talks about the concept of the ‘dual burden’ that women face in the family. This is that women are now going out to work and completing paid employment, but also coming home and doing the majority of the housework, leaving women feeling unhappy in their families and men benefitting off women and what they do in the household.  

Radical feminists argue the nuclear family mainly functions to benefit men because of aspects gender role socialisation. This is when girls and boys are taught what is seen as acceptable behaviour for their gender, which leads to them behaving in stereotypical ways. For example, girls are taught to act ladylike and wear pink and boys are taught to act tough and wear blue. Radical feminists also believe that the division of labour in the home is another place where women are oppressed. Women are seen to do the domestic jobs while men go out to work and earn the money, meaning women are not able to support themselves financially and have to reply on the man of the house, leaving them vulnerable. Radical feminists Delphy and Leonard believe men benefit the most from women’s unpaid labour at home and even when women do have paid employment jobs outside of the home the housework is still not equally split with their male partners, supporting Oakley’s concept of the dual burden. Radical feminists Duncombe and Marsden develop this concept even further, saying not only do women now complete paid employment and domestic jobs at home, but they also do most of the emotional work supporting their children and husbands emotional needs. They call this the ‘triple shift’. 
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