Theories on marriage
Feminists 
Radical feminists would see the decline of marriage as a good thing, because it is a patriarchal institution. They believe it is a place where men hold power over women so by women not getting married, they have far more freedom from men! Women are more likely to initiate divorces, which suggests that marriage works less well for women than for men.
Liberal feminists believe that through feminism, marriage has changed in modern Britain. Through campaigning, life for women has changed compared to the past, with women being able to vote, work and have independence from men. This has changed marriage as many women today are now earning their own income, so are far more financially stable and able to support themselves, meaning they no longer see marriage as important as it used to be. Women now have more money and power to choose to NOT marry in the first place. Women unhappy in their marriages can choose a divorce more easily today.
Marxist feminist Ansley says men get frustrated at capitalism and take their frustration and anger out on their wives. This is seen as the ‘dark side of the family’ e.g. domestic abuse.
Furthermore, through the developments of technology, it has now become more socially acceptable for women to have families on their own as they no longer need men to create a family. In addition to this, as women are now going out to work, roles in marriages have changed and become more equal, with men taking on domestic tasks too. 

Functionalism / New Right 
Both the New Right and Functionalists would interpret the decline in marriage in a negative way. Without marriage and the family we risk less effective primary socialisation, which helps to teach norms and values. They believe this leads to more problems for children as well as more anomie for adults. 
Functionalist sociologists believe that marriage is still traditional in society today and although there has been an increase of divorce, there is also an increase in remarriages, showing people still want to be in a marriage and still see it as important. Functionalists would say there is still clear gender roles in the family, where the mother performs the expressive role (nurturer) and father performs the instrumental role (breadwinner) showing that marriage has in fact not changed as most families still follow this structure.

Marxism 
Marxists believe that the nuclear family upholds capitalism, divorce is also good for capitalism as the couple will spend a lot of money to divorce. Later, they may also spend a lot of money marrying others and forming new families.  
Marxists believe marriage and the family uphold capitalism through the family being a unit of consumption. The family also socialises their children to go into education and eventually get a job that will contribute back to capitalism. 
