Family and households: lesson 1

Match the definition to the key word:

· A group of two or more persons associated by birth, cohabitation, marriage or adoption.
· The person in the household who is the main income earner.
· The idea that there are many different types of family structure.
· A group of people who live during the same time period.
· A family consisting of the father, mother and their dependent children.
· A person living in the household who is under 16 years of age or aged between 16-18 but in full time education.
· All the people living together in a domestic dwelling.
· A family exposed of the nuclear family and other relatives.

Family, household, family diversity, nuclear family, dependent child, breadwinner, extended family, generation.


Different types of families
Same sex family: Family headed by two people of the same sex. Adoption, surrogacy and IVF have given these families the chance to include children.
Beanpole family: Rather than having a wide family tree, many family trees will be tall and thin. Thinner because families are having fewer children and longer because older relatives are living longer.
Extended family: This is a family unit where parents, their children and other relatives e.g. grandparents, aunts and uncles live together.
Nuclear family: A family that consists of two parents and their children living together as a unit. It is the most common type of family in Britain, with over 70% of people living in this type of family. Functionalist and New Right favour this type of family as they see it as the best fit for society to run smoothly.
Reconstituted family: When two adults with children from previous relationships remarry to form a new family. Also known as a blended family or step-family.
Lone parent family: A family where there is only a mother or only a father who bring up their children on their own. This could be due to death, divorce or choice. Functionalists and New Right do not favour this family, as they believe it causes breakdown in society. Feminists however would champion women who are lone parents and bring up children on their own. 

