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Planning our actions and choosing to live how God 
wants us to.

Spreading the 
word of God 

through how we 
live our lives.



St. Peter’s Curriculum Intent
•To build character through our Catholic life, ethos and values.

•To enable students to know more and remember more.

•To enable students to transform knowledge into the transferable skills of 
analysis, evaluation, problem-solving, creativity and independence.

•To equip students as life-long learners.

At KS4

Continue to provide a broad and balanced variety of subjects.

Allow enough time to study each subject in enough depth to meet the demands 
of the tougher GCSEs. 

Give an element of choice to pursue individual talents and interests.

Allow as many choices as possible at the end of the two year course.



Essentials for GCSE Success
1. Attendance and Punctuality

DfE: 

Pupils with no absence are 1.3 times more likely to achieve level 4 or above, 
and 3.1 times more likely to achieve level 5 or above, than pupils that missed 
10-15% of all sessions

Pupils with no absence are 2.2 times more likely to achieve 5+ GCSEs A*- C or 
equivalent including English and mathematics than pupils that missed 15-20% 
of KS4 lessons

73% of pupils who have over 95% attendance achieve 5 or more GCSEs at 
grades A*-C



Essentials for GCSE Success

2. Attitude to Learning – Hard Work and Growth 
Mindset

Daniel T Willingham, Cognitive Scientist:  Children do differ 
in intelligence but intelligence can be changed through 
sustained hard work.  

Failure is a natural part of learning and those with 
consistent effort and resilience do best.



Essentials for GCSE Success

3. Homework/additional practice enables further 
learning.

Professor Barak Rosenshine, Educational Psychologist:  
Practising enables pupils to gain a level of competence 
(mastery) and to become better at something (skill 
development). Practice also moves knowledge from 
working to long-term memory, freeing the working 
memory up to learn more.

NFER: Pupils who do their homework do better 
in exams, especially if their parents support



Essentials for GCSE Success

4. Reading is essential to extend vocabulary

Milton and Treffers-Daller – (Universities of Swansea and Reading):    

Vocabulary size relates to academic success.

90% of words are not used in normal speech – Tier 1.

Reading a range of challenging fiction and non-fiction texts extends Tier 
2 vocabulary; high-frequency words for mature language users e.g. 
coincidence, absurd, industrious, filibuster.

A better range of Tier 2 vocabulary increases ability to learn and 
comprehend Tier 3 vocabulary; tied to a particular context, including 
specific academic content areas, e.g. photosynthesis, equation, reactant



Essentials for GCSE Success

5. Knowledge is essential to reading 
comprehension

Journal of Psychological Science, 2019:

Background knowledge helps understanding of text.

We have all probably had difficulty taking in written information if we 
are unfamiliar with the background knowledge needed to decode it.

If a vocabulary word is missing from long-term memory we are more 
likely to struggle to comprehend what we read.



Summary: The more you 
know, the easier it gets to 
learn more

Write text here

?

?





St. Peter’s Priorities KS4
Building Firm Foundations

All students reach or exceed their potential across all their subjects.

Providing a Broad and Balanced Curriculum

Focus on quality rather than quantity.

All can follow an EBacc curriculum.

Meeting Individual Needs

Every student’s needs will be carefully considered on an individual basis.

All students have personalised information, advice and guidance to help them 
make guided choices about courses, so that their current and future needs are 
catered for.



EBacc
The English Baccalaureate is not a qualification in itself.

The EBacc currently recognises academic achievement (GCSE Grades 
9-5) in all of the following:

English

Mathematics

Science

Humanities (History or Geography)

A modern foreign language

90 per cent by 2025



GCSE Reforms
A grading scale of 9 to 1 is used, with 9 being the top grade.

Assessment is mainly by exam, with coursework assessments 
only being used where they are needed to test essential skills. 

The content is more demanding.

All courses are linear and not divided into modules.  

All exams are at the end of the two year course.



Reformed GCSE Grades
New GCSE Grade Old GCSE Grade

9 A*

8 A*/A

7 A

6 B

5 (DfE strong pass) B/C

4  (standard pass) C

3 D

2 E/F

1 F/G



St. Peter’s Core Curriculum

GCSE English 

GCSE English Literature 

GCSE Mathematics

GCSE RE

GCSE Science

Core PE

Citizenship 

Personal Development

Work Experience



GCSE English and GCSE 
Mathematics
Most employers and universities require at least 
a 4 and sometimes a 5 as basic requirements.

Maths and English underpin all other subjects in 
the curriculum.

Everyone needs basic maths and English skills 
for life



GCSE RE
Learn to respect themselves and understand their own 
identity, to respect and tolerate others, and to understand 
their own and others' beliefs, rights and responsibilities.

Multidisciplinary nature, involving textual study, 
philosophical thinking, ethics, social understanding and the 
skills of analysis and reasoning developing core skills of 
literacy

Develops critical thinking and decision making skills.



GCSE Science

Some will take ‘Triple Science’ which is 3 separate GCSEs in 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Some will take ‘Combined Science’ which is a double GCSE 
qualification in Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  

Both routes allow A Levels in Biology, Chemistry, Physics and 
Applied Science to be studied later.



St. Peter’s Options 

The vast majority will follow an EBacc curriculum 
which includes a modern foreign language and a 
humanities subject.

Later in the academic year we use all the information 
we have to identify a small number of students who 
would benefit from some extra maths and English 
lessons. 

These students will do this to boost their grade and 
support other subjects.



Optional Curriculum
Students will choose:

A modern foreign language

A humanities subject – Geography or History

An open option which could be:

•A second language

•A second humanities subject

•Another subject they studied and enjoyed at KS3

•A completely new subject



GCSE Languages

According to a study done by the CBI, the UK’s premier business 
organisation French, German and Spanish are all in increasing 
demand by employers, especially after Brexit.

Learning foreign languages boosts memory and listening skills.

There is evidence that learning languages makes you better at 
maths and better at studying anything new.

Learning a language improves creativity and problem solving skills

It teaches you about different cultures and customs



GCSEs in Humanities
To practise the analytical thinking skills needed to be a 
successful student and employee.

To improve oral and written communication skills.

To see the interconnectedness of all areas of knowledge -
how it all fits together.

To develop a global perspective.



What else is on offer?
Art and Design

Business Studies*

Computer Science/ICT*

Catering*

Dance*

Drama*

Health and Social Care*

Music

PE/BTEC Sport*

Product Design – RM or 
Textiles

Sociology*

* Possible to study post-16 
without studying at GCSE 
level.



Key Dates
Individual information,  

advice and guidance 

interviews

Ongoing

Taster sessions in 

creative and new 

subjects

A Band  - Tuesday 21st January 2020

B Band – Wednesday 22nd January 2020

W/B 28th January 2020 Taster sessions in additional subjects –

PE/BTEC Sport/Health and Social Care

Thursday 23rd January

2020

Y9 Parents Evening

A chance to speak to subject teachers and 

members of SLT about options choices

Progress and attitude to learning data will be 

distributed ahead of that date.


