
16-19 Bursary Fund Policy 2018/19 

Overview 

You could get a bursary to help with education-related costs if you’re aged 16 to 19 and: 

 studying at a publicly funded school or college in England - not a university 
 on a training course, including unpaid work experience 

A publicly funded school is one that doesn’t charge you for attending it. 

What is the bursary for? 

A bursary is money that you, or your education or training provider, can use to pay for things like: 

 clothing, books and other equipment for your course 
 transport and lunch on days you study or train 

The Fund has two elements: 

Vulnerable Bursary  

A vulnerable bursary of up to £1200 depending on your circumstances and benefits if at least one of 

the following applies: 

 you’re in or recently left local authority care 
 you get Income Support or Universal Credit because you’re financially supporting yourself 
 you get Disability Living Allowance (DLA) in your name and either Employment and Support 

Allowance (ESA) or Universal Credit 
 you get Personal Independence Payment (PIP) in your name and either ESA or Universal 

Credit 

You may get the full amount if you have expenses and study full-time on a course of at least 30 
weeks. 

You’ll usually get less than the full amount, or no bursary, if one of the following apply: 

 your course is shorter than 30 weeks 
 you study part time 
 you have few expenses 

You’ll be told what evidence you need, for example benefit letters. 

Discretionary Bursary 
You could get a discretionary bursary if you need financial help but don’t qualify for a vulnerable 
student bursary. Your education or training provider decides how much you get and what it’s used 
for. Providers are free to determine the scale of discretionary awards and the frequency of 
payments.  
 
Receipt of awards should be conditional on the student meeting agreed standards set by the School 

for example, relating to attendance and/or standards of behaviour. 

 

 

 



 

Who is eligible to apply for 16-19 Bursary Funding? 

 Students aged over 16 and under 19 on the 31st August 2018 
 Students meeting the residency criteria  
 Students studying at a publicly funded school or college or on an unpaid training course 

You can apply for a discretionary bursary if you’re over 19 and either: 

 Have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP)  
 Continuing on a course you started aged 16 to 18 (known as being a ‘19+ continuer) 

 

The School Award Panel  

The 16-19 Bursary Fund is a limited fund and the School Award Panel will determine its allocation.  

The School Award Panel consists of the Assistant Headteacher (Sixth Form), Lead Tutor (Year 12), 

Lead Tutor (Year 13) and the Business Manager. 

The decisions of the panel will be documented and reported to the Governors’ Finance Committee, 

the option of appeal against any non-awards by individual parent/carer will also be considered by a 

representative member of that Committee. 

How the bursary is paid 

Your provide will decide how you get your bursary, you might be: 

 paid in full or in instalments 
 paid in cash, by cheque or through a bank account 
 given things like a travel pass, free meals or books instead of money 

Some providers also offer one-off payments to cover study trips or travel for university interviews. 

How to Claim 

Apply to school using the 16-19 Fund Application form on the St Peter’s Student Finance webpage. 

Mark this for the attention of the Business Manager and deliver to the Finance Office.  

When to apply 

Apply to St Peter’s once you know you’ll be studying here, so you’ll get your bursary as soon 
as possible. The closing date for applications is 30th September 2018. 

Continuation Grant 

Students awarded a Bursary grant in the previous academic year will be required to confirm their 

continuing eligibility for funding and details of financial support. The continuation application will 

then be considered again by the School Award Panel. 

You think a decision is unfair 

Speak to the Assistant Headteacher (Sixth form) if you’re unhappy with a decision. Follow their 

complaints process if you can’t resolve the problem. 

NOTE - Your provider could stop payments if you break their rules, for example about attendance 

or how your bursary is used. 

 


