St. Peter’s Catholic School
Celebrating over 20 years of success

Sixth Form

Prospectus

community

Being involved in a thriving school

offers outstanding opportunities
for personal development

Our learning community at St. Peter’s has one aim: to inspire students
to be independent thinkers and learners and achieve the very best they
can. We encourage students to make sense of the wider world through a
Christian framework. Respect and partnership in our community are central
to developing and celebrating the many and varied achievements of our
students.
The core of Catholic values, at the heart of St. Peter’s, helps to provide
students with success in employment and pathways to the very highest
academic achievements.
The purpose-built Sixth Form Centre is equipped for modern learning and
has specialist learning areas, tutorial rooms, computing facilities, a Common
Room and study area, all fully accessible to wheelchair users. Rooms are
available which offer supervised study and research facilities.
Students go on from us to a wide range of pathways; university courses,
apprenticeships, traineeships and employment. We work very hard to
support all our students in finding the right pathway for them. We are
proud of every one of our leavers and their achievements, whatever their
starting points. As a comprehensive school we are very proud to say that
students who studied at our Sixth Form have gone on to study at Oxford,
Cambridge and many of the Russell Group universities and have gained
places to study medicine, veterinary medicine and dentistry.
To develop the whole student, we aim to provide the values which will
prepare our students for adult life: discussion groups in Religious and
Vocational Education lessons cover many of the moral issues which confront
the modern world; our assemblies and Tutorial Programme build on these
discussions.
It is also important that young people recognise a commitment to their own
community. Some students help younger pupils with learning; others assist
with music, particularly at our religious services and others help with sport.
A range of charitable activities occur throughout the year and students
regularly assist with such activities as the HCPT Pilgrimage to Lourdes. The
involvement of senior students in the School Community was held up in an
Ofsted Report as an outstanding example of good practice.

As soon as I walked into the Sixth Form,
I knew I’d have the help I needed to be

successful

Teachers are always
there for support and

guidance

Underpinning our success is the quality of the relationship between tutors
and students; our tutors continually support our students throughout their
time in Sixth Form beginning with Induction Day and GCSE exam results day
through to the arrival of A level results.
Our tutorial system aims to provide the guidance needed for young adults
to achieve their academic and personal potential. Students meet regularly
with their personal tutor to assess and review their progress and prepare for
their future, including university or college entrance or into the workplace.
Sympathetic and well informed senior staff are based in the Sixth Form
Centre where they lead a team of friendly and approachable tutors who
are ready to develop students’ ability to recognise their own strengths,
to maximise their success and to devise strategies for overcoming any
difficulties at an early stage. Our personal tutors are co-ordinated by the
Head of Sixth Form and Lead Tutor.
Shared facilities and small tutor groups help enhance student-teacher
relationships as we strive for high academic and personal standards.
Visits to universities, including Oxford and Cambridge and Careers Fairs
are a feature of our preparation for Post-18 choices. The school has its
own Careers Service which offers students individual guidance. Grants,
sponsorships and loans, together with possible schemes available for
students wishing to take a year off before attending University or College,
will also be explored.
Having made a decision on their Post-18 destinations, our students will be
guided carefully in the completion of their UCAS (University and College
Admissions Service) forms, employment/ apprenticeship application forms
and curriculum vitae. Support will be given throughout this application
process and advisors will be on hand after A level results are published in
August.
Every year, our Sixth Formers make new and significant contributions to the
shape and ethos of the Sixth Form. Setting standards for the future is an
exciting task and we hope that next year’s intake of Sixth Formers will again
be eager to meet the challenge.

encourage

Well-informed, friendly and
approachable staff

high academic and
personal standards

apply

It was easy to

for St Peter’s as I
could find all of the
subjects that I needed for my
future career path

We offer a wide range of course choices and we are continually reviewing the range of subjects we can offer.
Most of our students who achieve well at GCSE will wish to follow the A level and Applied A level route to Higher or Further
Education. There is a range of entry requirements to individual subjects. Information on these is available on the school
website. Success at A level gives entry to degree courses at University and higher level Apprenticeships.
Choosing subjects to study at A level requires very careful consideration, especially if students wish to pursue a career
which has specific requirements. As competition for University and Apprenticeship places becomes more acute, it is vital to
have the best possible grades in well regarded subjects. The Russell Group of Universities advise students to take at least
two of the facilitating subjects listed below:
•
•
•
•

Mathematics and Further Mathematics
English Literature
Physics
Biology

•
•
•
•

Chemistry
Geography
History
Languages

The Head of Sixth Form, or Lead Tutor, will be happy to advise and assist students in
reaching this important decision. In special circumstances, we additionally offer GCSE
re-sit examinations in English and in Mathematics.
In the Sixth Form, students will have the advantage of being taught in small groups
with individual guidance and staged assessments which are the focus for review
and support.
There will be an Induction Day in June/July and subject teachers will present an
Induction Programme so that all students are well prepared for a prompt start in
September. In the first term, much emphasis will be placed on study skills; tutor
group meetings will encourage students to review their use of the IT facilities,
to develop individual study plans and to check their skills in note taking, essay
writing and effective reading.
All students are expected to respect the Catholic character of the school and
participate in the activities associated with the Christian ethos of the Sixth Form.
One hour each week allows our students to relate their academic learning to
issues of faith and commitment. The Extended Project Qualification is delivered through
these lessons which offers students an opportunity to acquire an AS level, adding to their
other academic qualifications. A variety of topics encourages students to discuss and
consider scenarios and complex modern issues in a relaxed atmosphere. Such issues are
often instrumental in maturing a student’s perceptions ready for university interviews, as
well as developing a critical, adult Christian awareness of the modern world.

Throughout my time at St. Peter’s,
I have been helped to

achieve

and exceed my target grades

Sixth Form has increased
my critical, adult

Christian awareness

of the modern world

We welcome applications from students who seek a Sixth Form education in an atmosphere conducive to both academic work
and a Christian approach to life. A Sixth Form experience is a critical phase in the development of young people in their growth
to maturity as adult citizens with rights and responsibilities in a changing world. St. Peter’s will seek to offer opportunities for
Sixth Form students to exercise some responsibility within the wider school and to the local community.
Students will need:
• A high level of commitment to study and to the aims and ethos of the school.
• Personal standards in dress and conduct in harmony with the character and values of the school.
• Completion of an appropriate range of courses at GCSE to access A level and other Post 16 courses.
Applicants are advised that there is a minimum grade requirement in both GCSE Maths and English which are essential for
progress to Post 16 courses. However, results below the required grade in both English and Maths may not permit a student
entry onto Post 16 courses.
Students seeking admission should apply directly to the Head of Sixth Form, using the form provided. All applicants will be
interviewed and parents are welcome to discuss any concerns.
A variety of physical, educational and cultural activities is available, again offering opportunities for personal development.
These range from team membership to overseas visits and charity organisation. Community service at Sixth Form level is
an excellent preparation for active citizenship: useful to the community and immensely beneficial to the student.
There will be many opportunities for our students to develop qualities of initiative, leadership and service within
St. Peter’s and at local schools, parishes and hospitals. The many organisations which depend on the work of
volunteers welcome the service of young adults. These can range from letter writing for Amnesty International to
helping disabled youngsters on pilgrimage to France. Students gain an awareness of the needs of others, as well as
discovering unexpected skills and aptitudes in themselves.
Our students have many opportunities to exercise responsibility, leadership and initiative within the Sixth From,
throughout the School and in the local community. They will be able to participate in helping to arrange various
social, cultural and sporting activities. At all times our students’ conduct should reflect their senior position in the
School. Staff and students work together in an atmosphere of mutual respect and co-operation for the benefit of the
whole Sixth Form community.
All students are expected to participate in a work experience placement during their first year of Sixth Form. This
enables students to further develop their skills and acquire more knowledge about the career they are planning to work in.
The maturity of our students was remarked upon very positively in the ‘Section 48’ Ofsted inspection, “The sixth form is
outstanding. Students show a strong commitment to their studies as a result of outstanding teaching. They make a significant
contribution to school life by supporting younger students and acting as excellent role models.”

We are encouraged to participate in a
variety of physical, educational and cultural

enrichment
activities

Choosing the right Sixth Form is an important decision to make. At St. Peters, students are encouraged to develop their
potential and build upon their passion for learning.
Contributing to the school, local and wider community students are offered a range of opportunities to enable them to
become independent, resilient and confident individuals. Work experience placements allow students to understand the
importance of qualities including leadership, flexibility and a strong work ethic. The focus on students’ personal development
and employability skills remains a high priority.
A dedicated team of teaching and support staff closely monitor students’ progress and achievement and work collaboratively
with students to make improvements.
With over 20 years of success, St. Peter’s Sixth Form is proud of its students achievements.
“All groups of students make outstanding progress in the sixth form.”
“Students have outstanding opportunities to explore contemporary issues; for example, British values and moral issues.”

responsible

We are taught to be independent and

for our own learning

excellent

To view our

facilities or for more information,
please contact the Assistant Headteacher
and Head of Sixth Form,
Mrs S Chander on 0121 705 1629

St. Peter’s Sixth Form
Whitefields Road
Solihull B91 3NZ
Tel: 0121 705 1629 Fax: 0121 703 8355
www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk
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